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What are the Grounds upon which tlie | 
CREDIRILITY of MIRACLES, in general, 
18 founded? | 


AND 5 
Upon what Grounds the Mik AclES of the 
GosPEL, in particular, are credible? 


To which is added, 


A DISSERTATION upon Mark xvi. 
17, 18. Theſe Signs ſhall follow them that N 


e &c. H 7 7 25. "a 


Grace be with all them.that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
Sincerity, ETH ES. vi. 24. 
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2 7 N my e, gu in | the follewing Ya 
to concern myſelf in the Lame, betwixt 

. the Reverend Dr. MiDpLETQN and his 
Lok Adverſaries; about the Continuance of 
tie miraculous Powers in the Church of Chriſt. 
All who have hitherto appeared againſt the 
Doctor, agree in one thing, viz. in di rfapprou- 
ing Mr. Locke s, and the Dofor's Opinion, 
that They ceaſed with, ar about the End of. the 
Apoſtolic Age; but no Two are agreed in the 
Point, How long they continued after. The 


Continuance below the Times of Origen, i. e. #0 
the Year of Chriſt. 250, or thereabouts. The 


Second that efpeared againſt the Do#tor Carries 


them to the End of the Third Century, i. e. a= 
Bout 


PREFACE. 
bout Fifty Years longer. Mr. Dodwell, 2250 
has wrote againſt bis Adverſary with a Temper 
highly commendable, extends the Age of Miracles 
to the Civil Eſtabliſhment ôf Chriſtianity ; 


and adds, that © probably many wonderful 


* Works were afterwards wrought for ſome 
« great Ends.” Mr. Church fays—* We have 
e reaſon to think that [the Power of Miracles} 


« ſtopped SOME TIME Ar TER the Civil Eſta- 


< bliſhment of cur Religion.. And laſth, 


Mr. Whiſton, with great Preciſon and Ex- 


actueſi, determines the Continuance of the true 
Chriſtian Miracles to have been till the Year 


383, i.e, till Seventy Nears after the firſt Eſta- 


bliſhment 'of Chriſtianity ; and he aſſures us, 
that then the demoniacal, and Anti-chriſtian, 


the Athanaſian, Popiſh, Diabolical Miracles, 
or Wonders, began. It were to be wiſhed, that 


He had told us, what the Difference is to a 
Spectator, betwixt a demoniacal Wonder, and 


a true Mirack ; and by what Mark one might 
have diſtinguiſhed an Antichriſtian from a True 
Miracle. Bat here we are left in the dark, 


However, as theſe learned Writers are all una- 


nimous in Oppoſition to Dr. Middleton, and- 


All declare that Miracles did not ceaſe at th? 
Age in which the Doctor ſays they did, one 


at 


avould naturally thirik that ſome Two of Them 
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PREFAGE. 
nt leaſt-who argue ſo firenuouſly againſt him, 
ſeauld have agreed together about the Time, 
when ſo remarkable an Incident happened, as 
the ceafing of a Power ſo wonder ful as the work- 
ing of Miracles was. But fix upon the Hypo- 
theſis of which of theſe learned Gentlemen you 
will, you are ſure to have Four out of Five a- 
gainſt the Scheme you pitch on: And tho Theſe 
Writers haue ſtopped as They have done, there 
are Others who have carried this Point to the 
End of the Fifth and Sixth Centuries; and 
they too think that there is ſtrong Atteſtation 
given by the Fathers of Thoſe Ages to the Mi- 
racles then ſaid to be worked. And we all 
know that the Defenders of the Church of Rome 
aſſert and maintain this Power to be continued 
in That Church, even to This Day. 
Perhaps Some may think it needleſs to de- 
termine a Point of this intricate Nature ; and 
Some may think it impoſſible: And All will 
be apt to think, that an honeſt, able Man's 
Mord of the Fourth or Fifth Century, is as 
much to be credited, as an honeſt, able Man's 
Mord of the Second or Third, in a like Caſe. 
But, as I ſaid, it is not my Dejign to enter 
into the Controverſy between the Doctor and His 
Agverſaries, If the Doctor be thought to have 
dune wrong, in not having ſecured ſufficiently 
the 


PRE F A C E. 
the Miracles of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, His 


Adverfaries would bave done well to baue fup. 


plied that Defect. 
As to my oum Defien, it is to ſhew the Credi- 
bility of the Miracles done by:Chrift and bis A. 
poſtles: And as I could not do this without exa- 
mining into the Grounds upon aubich the Credi- 
bility of Miracles, in general, flands, I was 
obliged to enter into That. Queſtion. And if the 
Miracles of the Goſpel be ance ſecured, the reſt, 


IJ apprebend, may be confidered as Matters of 


leſs moment; and a Man may be allowed to be 
@ ſincere Chriſtian, .who doubts .of, or even de- 
nies, many @ Miracle reported by either an 
Antient or Modern H. — 


Two 
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Two QUESTIONS, previous 
to Dr. MIDDLETON's Free En- 
quiry, impartially conſidered. 


— _— — r 1 —_—_ * 


HE Firſt Queſtion, which ought 
to be conſidered, and which ſeems 
to be of no ſmall Conſequence, is, 

M hat are the Grounds, upon which 
the Credibility of Miracles, in general, is 


founded 


There is certainly a particular Difficulty in 
Enquiries. about the Credibility of Miracles: 
They are not only unuſual Works, but extra- 
ordinary, and beyond the Power of Man to 
do; and therefore common Evidence is very 
rarely enough to ſatisfy a fair and candid En- 
quirer, when he is ſearching, whether any 
Man did perform the miraculous Works report- 
ed of him. It ſeems to be a fair Queſtion, and 
not to be anſwered with a 7%, which St. 

Auſtin 


Ba. 9 Nene rann een. 5 DE Ou 2s Nen Bre * * — = | _—_ —_ 
= 1 — — * N 4 ERIE <S- <p 99 4 ç——— —ñ22é . 1 2 pry ——— 


(2) 
Auſtin puts, as from ſome Unbelievers *, 
* Why, ſay they, are not thoſe Miracles, 
© which you ſay were done formerly, now 
© done?” His Anſwer was b, He, that re- 
* quires Miracles to be done now, in order 
to his Belief, is himſelf a great Miracle, 
* who does not believe when all the World 
te believes.” And then, without entering in- 
to the Grounds of the Credibility of Miracles, 
he refers to the Scriptures ©, © wherein what 
« was done, and for the Belief of what Mi- 
ce racles were done,” is amply related. 
Teſtimony, no doubt, has in all Caſes its 
proper Weight: but as Fruth or Falſhood 
may be equally reported, and all things rela- 
ted are not therefore to be believed, merely 
| becauſe they are related, where- ever things 
WS dodut of the common Courſe of Nature are told, 
they are in themſelves liable to Doubt and 
Suſpicion : and as they are rather incredible 
than credible at the firſt View, every one &4 
has a Right to examine and ſee, whether there 5 
is not ſome magnifying of Incidents, or ſoine 9 
Fraud, or Impoſition, or ſome Trick made 8 
uſe of, which we are not able immediately to = 
account for, The Scriptures, as St. Auſtin f a 
5 fays, 


La) x 
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E 


* 


2 Cur, inquiunt, nunc illa miracula, quæ prædicatis fact 1 
eſſe, non fiunt ? Aug. De Civit. Dei, 1. xxii. c. 8. | 

b Quiſquis adhuc prodigia, ut credat, inquirit, magnum eſt 
ipſe prodigium, qui mundo credente non credit. J id. 
In eiſdem quippe veraciſſimis libris cuncta conſcripta 
ſunt, & quæ fafta ſunt, & propter quod credendum facta 
ſunt. Jbid. — 
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(3) 

ſays d, are indeed read, that they may be 
© believed; nor would they be read, unleſs 
© they were believed,” But yet every Man 
has a Right to enquire and to examine even 
into Them: and the Scriptures themſelves 
commend the Piety and Care of the Beræans, 
who ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether the 
things preached by the Apoſtles were ſo, as 
they declared them. V 

Hence a Neceſſity ariſes of examining into 
the Pgſſibility, or the Probability of Facts re- 


ported: and it is on all hands allowed, that 
where one ſees an Inpoſibility of any Fact, 


there all Aſſent ought to be denied; where 
one ſees no Iimpoſſibility in the nature of the 
thing, there a high degree of Inprobability 
will produce the fame Effect. Now this is 
certainly the Method of proceeding in all cm- 
mon Caſes; indeed in all, except where Mi- 
racles are concerned. But in this Particular, 
mere Improbability of the thing is not deemed 
ſufficient to deſtroy all Credit; but one muſt 
conſider either the Hupoſſibility of the thing's 
being done, or its Abſurdity, or its being un- 
worthy the Interpoſition of Providence, or of 
any ſuperior intelligent Being, who may be 
{ſuppoſed to act in ſuch a Cafe, or ſome ſuch 
Reaſon, in order to determine its Hicredibi- 
lith. | . 

B 2 | _ 


: Leguntur quippe in populis, ut credantur ; nec in populis 
tamen niſi credita legerentur. Ibid. | 


(64) 
It is hard to fix exactly the Limits of Pro- 
bability even in natural Caſes, ſince there are 
ſo many Caſes, uncommon, and extraordinary, 
and vouched by ſo good Teſtimonies, that 
how much ſoever a Man may be at firſt ſur- 
priſed, yet upon conſideration he cannot tell 
lh to refuſe his Aſſent. The Story is well 
atteſted of Prufias, Son of Prufias, King of 
Bithynia, that © © he had, inſtead of upper 
« 'Feeth, one Bone extended thro' all his 
e upper Jaw, which anſwered equally well 
e the Ule of Teeth, and was not at all diſ- 
agreeable to the Sight.” It may be hard 
to account for ſuch a Fact; but fince we ſee 
Nature abounds in extraordinary Productions, 
and ſuch a thing is not impgſible, and Bones 
ſhoot out and grow in all Creatures in a very 
unaccountable manner, we eafily, in theſe 
Caſes, aſſent to what we conceive poſlible, it 
the Witneſſes of the Fact are credible. 
But tho' we give our Aſſent to ancommon 
things of this nature, yet Stories are ſuch 
ſometimes, that no Vouchers are ſufficient to 
gain Credit. Thus when Hiſtorians invent 
Accounts of things done before the Flood; or 
tell us of Giants go, or 100, or 120 feet tall; 
or of Angels lying with Women, and getting 
Children on them; of Egregori, &c. there 
certainly 


* 


c 


A 


Nam & Pruſiæ Regis Bithyniz filius, eodem nomine quo 
pater, pro ſuperiori ordine Dentium unum os æqualitęr ex- 
tentum habuit, nec ad ſpeciem deforme, neque ad uſum ull⸗ 
ex parte incommodum. Valerius Max. lib. i. e. 8. 


(s) 
certainly is a great want of Evidence for ſuch 
Facts. And'tho' one may believe a Man to 
have been Ten feet tall, yet when any Author 
tells us of Men Ten times Ten feet tall, he 
ſeems to be no more worthy of Credit, than 
another is, who tells us of Pygmies, or of Men 
leſs than Pygmies, or no bigger than one's 
Thumb; which ſeem equally the Subjects of 
Belief with thoſe of the oppoſite Extreme; 
the one being much about as credible as the 


l.. | . 
The Difficulty is not leſſened, but increa- . 
ſed, when Miracles ate related as performed 
by any Man, how ſtrongly foever they may 
be vouched by Men of Reputation, in other 
reſpects. Theſe are Facts, that ſeem beyond 
the Bounds of common Probability; and there- 
fore they uſually meet with ſmall Credit, un- 
leſs they have very particular Circumſtances 
attending them. The beſt Heathen Wtiters 
give us Inſtances of Miracles done by Veſtal 
Virgins, by Roman Emperors, and by many 
particular private Perſons; and yet cher Te- 
ſtimonies are not ſufficient to gain any Credit 
to their Relations with Chriſtians. 07 if they 
report to us the Apparitions of their Gods, or 
that Caſtor and Pollux, e. gr. helped the No- 
man Dictator at the Lake Regillus, and fout- 
ed their Enemies, —it is thought more likely 
to be the General's, or ſomebody's Fiction, 
rather than a real Appearance of thoſe Deities ; 
and the Atteſtation of Roman Hiſtorians to the 
Story 


66) 


Story goes for little more than Fable or Ro- 
mance, notwithſtanding f the very Mark of 


te the Hoof of Caſtor s Horſe was ſhewn at 
< Regillus upon a Stone there. 


Nor, if Miracles are atteſted with all the 
Circumſtances of Perſons, and. Times, and 
Places, minutely ſet down, is this ſufhi- 


cient to gain Credit, For it is . that 
many ſo particularly deſcribed, ſtand con- 


0 as Fabulous Reports; and their Hi- 
ſtorians are not of ſufficient Authority to have 


the Aſſent of their Readers. And if the Po- 


fiſh Miracles, or any of the ancient Heather 
ones, are rejected as Fabulous, notwithſtand- 


ing ſuch minute and particular Evidence; it 
will follow, that in order to make Teſtimony 


credible in behalf of Miracles, ſomething muſt 
be produced, that may point out, which are 


to be admitted, and which are to be reject- 
ed, when the Accounts of them are equally 


minute and circumſtantial. 
Some of the Miracles of Avollonius of Ty- 
ana were ſuch, that the Pagans of old ſeem- 


ed to triumph. over the Chriſtians in them, 


and frequently made a Parallel betwixt 'T hem 
and Thoſe of Chriſt; and even gave the Pre- 


ference to the Philoſopher, as aCting at leaſt 
the more able and dextrous Part, and apply- 


ing the miraculous Powers he had, more like 
| a wile 


r lud in filice quod hodie apparet aj Ig Re 3 tan 
aus veſtigium ungulæ Caſtoris Equi. de at. Deor. 


l. 3. c. 5. 


N 2194 


(7) 

a wiſe and knowing Man, than Jeſas did, 
The Impoſtor, e. g. 8 when called into 
judgment before Domitian, who deſigned 
to puniſh him, ſuddenly diſappeared in the e 
Courts of Juſtice, conveying himſelf away; z 
© whereas Jeſus, when brought before Pi- 
late, was condemned and crucified.” This 
ſhews how little the Heathens underſtood the 
Reaſon of our: Saviour's Death, and what Uſe 
they thought his miraculous Powers were to 
be applied to. They tell us of Apollonius h 
** underſtanding the Voices of Animals: 
* his i underſtanding all Languages: his 
ek raifing a. Girl, that was dead, to Life at 
Rome: and his !“ caſting out Devils.” 
Euſehrus eaſily refutes all this, and more of 
uch Pretenſions, by ſhewing the Abſurdity 
and Folly of Apollonius's Actions. And tho! it 

is certain m, that he received great Honours, 
both during his Life and after his Death, be- 
ing honoured as 4 God m, and this is credited 
upon the Authority of good Writers; yet few 
or none are ſo weak, as to believe the Relati- 
1 LoL 8 3 ons 


Lay 


* 


* 


cc 


Qui [Apollonius] cum Domitianus eum punire vellet, 
repente in Judiciis non comparuit: — Ille [Chriſtus] -& com- 
prehenſus eſt & eruci affixus. Lact. I. v. c. 3. 
| : 15 is om 4 F Cwwy ene nAgs. Hierocles apud Eu- 
leb, 8 | 

i Tiagwy yAwTey ayes. Ibid. & lib. 2. 
3 < 'E7t & Ponal TiAgws Wi mm Koen — 7 SD 
"J NN JM ohr 13a Nv. Ibid. E lib. 4. Ille mortuis Vis 
dam reddidit. Vopiſc. in Aurelian, — 

' Aciuwova; 0 £maouve. Euſeb. & lib. 4. - 

Vid. Bayle's Dit, APOLLONIUS, Note F. F. 
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(8) 

ons made by the ſame Writers, where any of 
| his Miracles are mentioned. Now why are 
| not the ſame Authors to be equally credited 


in the one Caſe, as the other? 

But let us paſs to the Miracles reported to 
1 be done by the Papiſa. They are told with 
| ſo many Circumſtances, as to Time, Place, 

ſuch Eminence upon an exact and minute 5 

Search, that if ſtrong Atteſtation were ſuffi- fl 

cient to gain Credit to ſuch Facts, it would be 

hard to deny it to what they relate. The 

Life of Francis Xavier, who firſt carried the 

Goſpel into Vidia and Japan, is wrote by 

Huratius Turſellinus * © with as much Faith. 

< Fudneſs and Diligence as he could apply.“ 

* And tho' he was not an Eye-writneſs 2; the 

| Facts he relates, yet were.ſuch, as were 
communicated by the King of Portugal's Or- 

der by his Deputy Governor in India, or by 

ſuch as were at thoſe Times o either in 

(China or Japan, and which Horace inſert- 

<* ed in their proper Places in a ſubſequent 

, Edition of his Book.” How many Mi- 

 racles did this Holy Man, this Man of extra- 

5 ee 


n gcripſeram Xaverii vitam quanta maxima potui vel Dili- 
gentia vel Fide. Horatii Turſelini Vita Xaverii. Pref. 3 
© Luſitani Regis Juſſu ab Indiæ Lb > egregia Franciſci 
facta conquirerentur, ea ferme perſcripta ſunt, quæ ille in Lu- 
ſltana ditione præclare geſſerat. Itaque cum nuper hæc quo- 
que ab his, qui per id tempus apud Sinas vel Japones verſs- 
bantur, conſcripta in manus meas aliquando perveniſſent, fect 
—ut ea—in Latinum converterem, & cum fide ſuis intexerem 
locis. Bl. eee e 
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(9) 
ordinary Piety, work, if his Faithful Hiſto- 
rian may be believed? P © It is evident enough, 
that many. ſick in that Coaſt were healed 
by him: many poſſeſſed were cured. There 
* is a Report, neither obſcure nor dubious, 2 
that there were Three Men raiſed from the ET 
Dead, beſides a Girl, of whom I ſhall 
« ſpeak hereafter. — A young Man, of no 
mean Fortune, died, who preſently being 
brought to. Francis, with great Lamenta- 
« tion was laid at his Feet. The Father 
[Francis] taking him by the Hand, bid 
him in the Name of Chriſt ariſe: The 
young Man immediately aroſe, being re- 
<< ſtored to Life.” — A Boy fell into a 
« Well, and died: He Francis] bid the 
Mother be of good chear, and told her, that 
the Boy was not dead. Francis went to 
the Woman's Houſe ; fell on his Knees, 
and having ſpent ſome time in Prayer, 
ſigned the lifeleſs Boy's Body with the Sign 
of the Croſs : immediately the Boy leaped 
out of the Coffin, not only alive, but per- 
** fealy well.” There is no occaſion to 
mention at large other Miracles, which he did, 
C 4 0F 
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? Satis conſtat plurimos ab eo in illa maritima ora @gres 
ſanatos eſſe; multos energumenas liberatos. Nec obſcura aut 
dubia fama eſt tres inibi excitatos a mortuis præter puellam 
Cangoximanam, de qua ſuo loco dicetur. — Hic adoleſcens 
quidam minime obſcuro loco natus mortem obierat. Qui 
confeſtim ad Franciſcum delatus à ſuis, cum ingenti complo- 


ratione ante ejus pedes ponitur. Itaque eum Pater manu 
prehenſum 
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C1} 
or is {aid to have done: Such are, 4 his Cure 
* of Michael Fernandes of the Stone. He gave 
* a Lame Man the Power of Walking; to 
e Two Dumb Men the Power of Speaking; 
to Two Deaf Men the Power of Hearing; 
c and to many, that were at the Point of 
© Death, when there were no . of Re- 
* covery, did he reſtore Health of Body, ei- 
te ther by the Sign of the Croſs, or by ſprink- 
lng them with Holy Water.“ It is need- 


leſs, I fay, to recite more from the ſame Au- 


thority : he aſſures us of the Witneſſes, who 
were preſent at the Performance of ſeveral of 
theſe miraculous Operations. Their Names 
are ſpecified, who bore their Teſtimonies to 
the Truth of theſe Facts; and yet none but a 


prehenſum Chriſti nomine ſurgere jubet. Ille continuo ſur- 
git haud dubie redivivus.—Ibidem Chriſtiana mulier Franciſ- 
cum adiit, & flens ac ſuam orbitatem deplorans, ſuppliciter 
obſecrabat, ut ad parvum filium ſuum nuper in puteo ex- 
tinctum accedere non gravaretur. Tum ille negans puerum 
eſſe mortuum, bono eſſe animo mulierem jubet, eique proti- 
nus morem gerit. Ad ejus tecta ubi ventum eft, procumbit 
in genua. Deum aliquandiu precatus, exanime pueri corpus 


ſignat cruce. Extemplo exibit puer è feretro, non vivus mo- 


do ſed etiam valens. Ibid. lib. ii. c. 7. 


In Inſula Ceilano Michaelem Fernandum, graviter ex cal. 


culo laborantem, inviſens, bono animo magnaque Dei fidu- 
cia eſſe juſſit: ſe poſtridie rem divinam pro illo facturum: 
nec dubitare, quin propitiato Deo, ſpe mäturius animi For- 
poriſque recuperaturus eſſet vigorem. Idque ita prorſus 
evenit. | 
Satis conſtant claudo ingrediendi, mutis duobus loquendi, 
totidem ſurdis audiendi facultatem, à Franciſco redditam. 
Moribundis etiam multis ad eum deportatis, Crucis Signo, 
vel Aquz Sacræ Aſperſione, deſperatam ſanitatem corporis 
reſtitutam, Jbid. lib. vi. c. 2. | 
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profeſſed Papiſt believes a tittle of theſe Sto- 
ie LAW hits — 

We may take a ſecond Inſtance from the 
Life of Antony of Padua, as he is commonly 
called. This Saint's Life ie filled with Mi- 
racles, vouched by Men of Character and 
Fortune and Figure in the World. It was 
wrote firſt in Spaniſb by Michael Pithecus, 
Counſellor to his Catholic Maieſty; then tran- 
ſlated into ITalian by Francis Maria Vicius; 
afterwards it was turned into the German Lan- 
guage by the very noble Jon Baptiſt Bur- 
chet, Aſſeſſor of the Greater Senate of Lu- 
cern; and, laſtly, made Latin by the Con- 
ventual Brethren of Lucern. Who would 
not imagine, that there might be ſome Truth 
in the Miracles of this Saint? They are 
vouched very ſolemnly; ander“ Antiquity, 
** that invented the Fables of Orpheus's mo- 
* ving Rocks and Woods, and Arion Dol- 
* phins, with their Muſic,” is treated as it 
deferves, But, ſays my Author, *© the Fact 
** was true in the Caſe of Antony; for he cal- 
led the Beaſts, and They hearkened moſt 
© attentively to him; and his Voice was of 

8 1 * ſuch 


* Finxit fœcunda fabularum Antiquitas petras & ſylvulas 
Orphei muſicis concentibus excitas, illedos etiam fidibus Ari- 
ons Delphinos—quo vellent obaudire. Fabula ſunt hæc, & 
2 veritate remotiſſima. —Attamen hic in veritate ſe res habe- 
bat, —Siquidem Antonius Beſtias accerſit, quz promptiſſimis 
& attentis auribus auſcultant. Tantarum erat vox ejus viri- 
um, cui vel Piſcium herum natura libenter objecundaret, 
Fita & Miracula S. Autonii de Padua, p. 86. 
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(12) 
« {ach Force, that even Fiſh obeyed him.” 


One may well apply to him, what Horace 
ſaid -on another occaſion, . 


O mutis quogue Piſcibus 
Donature cygni, ſi libeat, ſonum. 
| Totum muneris hoc tui eſt. 


Lib. iv. 04. 3. 


1 mention not theſe Follies with any other 
View, than to ſhew what Nonſenſe, what 
Abſurdity, has been obtruded on the World 
under the Pretence of Hiſtory: and to ob- 
ſerve, at the ſame time, that the Hiſtorian, 
who may be credited in ordinary Occurrences, 
yet is not to be truſted or believed without 
ſtrict Examination, when he relates extraor- 
dinary Facts. What bears him out in the 
One Caſe, will not gain him Credit in the 
Other, unleſs he can produce ſomething very 
peculiar and extraordinary to vouch for what 


e relates. On the other hand, it is not 


enough in the Reader of ſuch miraculous 
Stories to ſay, as Biſhop Atterburys did In 


cc 


La, 


pretend to have done as many Miracles as 
they pleaſe, without the fear of a Diſcove- 
ry: in Spain or Italy they may venture 
now and then to ſet up for them, when there 


are e io. many always ready to favour their 


CC 
cc 


A 


ce 


Un Pretences, 


Vid. Atterbury s Sermons publiſhed by Dr. Moore, vol J. 
Serm. 1. p. 18, 19. 


China or Japan theſe Wonder- workers may 
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995 
«© Pretences, and to run into any pious Fraud 
that can be contrived for them: it is not 
juſt, I fay, to argue thus. For if real Mi- 


racles be done any where, at Feruſalem or 


Smyrna, in Africa or in Egypt, this way of 
raiſing a Difficulty or Objection will equally 
lie againſt them all; ſince no Man is obliged 


to go from home, in order to diſcover a Fraud, 


or to be convinced of a Truth. This ſort of 


Common- place Topic ſhews more of Con- 


tempt of, than of Argument againſt, a Fact; 
and, as Miracles may be true, tho' done at a 
diſtance; ſo what is repreſented as ſuch, and 

done at home, may be the Effect of Fraud 


and Impoſition. 


Sometimes indeed there are particular Cir- 
cumſtances, which give plain and juſt ground 
to ſuſpect, nay even to deny, that a Man did 
ever any Miracles at all, notwithſtanding ſome 
are confidently reported to be done by Him. 
Nibadeneira the Jeſuit, when he was a Boy, 
not above Fourteen Years of Age, was 
brought to be familiarly acquainted with 
Ignatius of Loyola, and was preſent with 
him at home, abroad, in all things obſer- 
* ving his Words, his Actions, his Counte- 
'* nance, and his Motions.” This made it, 
that he was enabled to know his intimateſt 
Affairs, and what few only could come at the 
tue Knowledge of, as well as thoſe things, 
that were open, and eaſily known to all. All 


Juatius's Diſciples were greatly defirous of 


Knowing 
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6143 
knowing every minute thing, which any 
ways related to his Life and Actions; by 
what Means, and by what Beginnings, and 
by what Progreſs he had brought about his 
Schemes. Ribageneirg accordingly tells ust, 
That with the greateſt Diligence he had 
** ſearched into all things relating to Ignatius. 
that he had defired, and importuned, and 
** mnfiſted on Ignatius's telling the Courſe of 
« his Life; and that he had obtained this Fa- 
* vour of him.“ In this Life therefore one 
might be ſure to meet with An Account of the 
Miracles, which Ignatius did, if ever he per- 
formed any. And it is very remarkable, that 
when Ribadeneira comes at laſt to give the 
Character of this Saint, he puts the Queſtion, 
| — u How comes it to paſs, that the Holi- 
= de neſs of this Man is not atteſted by Miracles; 
and His Life, as well as thoſe of many 
** Saints, is not made famous by Signs, and 
** the Manifeſtations of great Powers. lt is 
plain, that Ribadeneira, with all his Induſtry 
and Opportunity, had never heard of any 
Miracles done by Ignatius for if he had, he 


would 
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* Quamobrem ſumma diligentia res omnes Ignatii inveitt- 4 
82 & ex eo ipſo præteritæ vitæ rationes tantopere au- 1 

Ire cupivimus, poſtulavimus, efflagitavimus. Ipſe vero con- 
tinuis precibus, & ardenti noſtrorum ſtudio ceſſit tandem, & 
ſe vinci paſſus eſt. Ribædeneira Vit. Ignatii, p. 12. 


* Quid cauſe eſt, quamobrem illius [ Ignatii] Sanctitas mi 
nus eſt teſtata Miraculis; &, ut multorum Sanctorum, Vita 
ſignis declarata, virtutumque Operationibus inſignita? 76:4 
Lib, v. e. 13. 
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(28) 
would certainly have inſerted them, But in- 
ſtead of That, he makes a long Apology for 
his not having exerted ſuch a Power. That 
God alone knows at what Place, and what 
« Time, and by whoſe Prayers, Miracles 
* ſhould be done: That John the Bap 
tiſt, than whom a greater was not —__ of 
„Women, did no Miracle: That 


many others, moſt Holy Men, Lights hel 
Ornament of the Catholic Church, had 


cc 


been entirely unknown, if the Light of 
Miracles had been neceſſary to illuſtrate © 
their Glory. What Miracles do we read 
* of St. Auſtin? What of Athanafius, Chry- 

** /eſtom, the Two Gregortes, of Naztanzen 
* and Nyſſa?” And much is there faid to 
this purpoſe. 

It may be ſaid, perhaps, that Ribadeneirs, 
like a faithful and juit Hiftorian, related what 
had come to his Knowledge : but it does not 
follow, becauſe He knew nothing of any 
miraculous Powers exerted by Ignatius, that 
therefore the Holy Man never did exert any 


0 


* 


ſuch Virtue. 


This is true: But it muſt be obſerved, that 
Kibadeneira firſt publiſhed his Life of Tenati- 
us in 1572; and Fifteen Years afterwards, 
VIS. in 1 5875 he republiſhed it by the Com- 
mand of Claudius Aquaviva, and added ma- 
ny things, which w © certain grave Men, in- 

* timately 


” Libellum hunc de vita 2 annos quindecim— 
Latinè conſcripſi—Multa mihi neceſſario addenda Rar 
rimum 


(16) 


© timately acquainted with Ignatius, and, as 
e it were, Eye-witneſſes, told him,” He 
thought theſe things of ſuch Importance, that 
they were © neceſſarily” to be added, as 1 
Supplement to what he had before faid. 
* Some things, which had appeared dubidug 
* to him, he now found, upon an exit 
Search, to be certain, and he was fully fa- 
tisfied in.” And, laſtly, he © added ſome 
Sayings, and ſome Facts of Ignatius, with, 
regard to the Diſcipline and Government: 
of a Holy Life, and the Art and Skill of 
«© governing others,” Had R:badeneira there- 
fore ever heard of any Miracles done by g- 
natius, (who died in 15 56, that is, Sixteen 
Years before the Publication of his Life) he 
would certainly have related them in his 
Book publiſhed in 1 572; and much more 
would he have added them, could he have © 
heard of any ſuch, after fo diligent a Search, 7 
when he republiſhed his Book in 1587. lf 
later Writers therefore attribute Miracles to 
Ignatius, one may juſtly impute them to In- 
vention and Impoſition; fince a Writer, will= 
ing to do all the Honour he could to his 
Friend, was not able to find any Inſtance ry | 
ſuc 
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Primum nova quzdam, quz, poſt libellum excuſum, graviſii- 
mi viri, & Ignatio valde familiares — quaſi teſtes oculati de 
ipſo Ignatio nobis retulerunt. Tum alia, quz dubia antea 
mihi erant, & diligenti poſtea inquiſitione inveſtigata, certa 
efle comperi. Deinde etiam nonnulla dicta factaque Ignati! 
adjeci, quæ ad ſanctiſſimæ vitæ pertinent diſciplinam, & ad 
præſtantem alios gubernandi prudentiam. bid. Pref. 1587 
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(17) 
ſuch Power exerted. by him; or one may 
reaſonably deny, or at leaſt ſuſpect ſuch Facts, 
ſince they were unknown to thoſe who lived 


within Th:rty Years of his Death. Father 


Boubours therefore may pretend to tell us of 


Miracles done by Ignatius : He may talk of 
his © diſpoſſeſſing Devils from Perſons; of 
his © driving away evil Spirits, which haunt- 


ed the College of Loretto, by the public 
reading of his Letters in the Houſe; ” of 


his © recovering a Man that had Hanged him- 


*« ſelf, by his praying to God to give him 55 
* only ſo much Life, as might ſerve him ta 


make his Confeſſion.“ A Grant! which 
was given, and the reſuſcitated Perſon imme- 


diately died after he had confeſſed. Theſe, 


and many more, which have been reported of 
him by later Writers, may juſtly, I fay, be 


ſuſpefted, becauſe they were quite unknown 
to Rabadeneira, and others, during Ignatius's 


Life, and many Years after his Death ; or 


were not deemed by them to have been mi- 
raculous, - e 
But ſuppoſing that we had not ground for 


duſpicion, from the Silence of ſo inquiſitive a 


Writer, that Ignatius worked no Miracles; 
yet the things themſelves, which later Au- 
thors have told, come not within any degree 
of Probability. Mafeius has related a tole- 


:able Collection of Miracles done by Ignatius: 


and he ſpeaks of more which were told of 
bim; but as he was not ſufficiently certain 
D ee 


— 


chats Sd. a 


* 2 1 : A 4 
[ 1 "7 — 2 F 
$24 EV e 1 go 6 . 8 0 

— . 5 PA eee Boot 7 „ 

N . TA tb. Pts 2 — 

* 
& 
5 * 


* 8 g " * 
E . - 4 . 
e Pets $ * 2 * 7 : "# # 
c 0.4 167 If - % 2 
a „ . 72 — . 


: &, 2 * . =— 9 * Ian 
n N 

| 1 e e r 2 

5 3 4 | 5 3 3 * 0 
13 "Gy 2 W „ 3 p 7 


his Reaſon for not mentioning 


618) 

« of their Truth, he did not think himſelf 
e obliged to mention them *.” When he 
fays this, he ſeems to have ſome doubt about 
the Miracles of his Saint; for he adds This, as 
what he had 
heard about Jenatins's Miracles * eſpecial- 
u y becauſe the Holineſs of Men, famous 
© in their Times, is not manifeſted 10 much 
N. "ON Signs and Miracles, as y Love of God 
© and Innocence of Life. A Reaſon this ! 


wht ſhould have made Maferus as cautious 


of what he faid about Jgnatins's Miracles, as 
Ribadeneira had been before him. 
The Jeſuits have always been great Mi- 
racle-mongers, where-ever they have come. 
When they came into Japan, they no ſooner 
baptized People, but ſome or other had Mi- 
racles worked upon them. 2 One of their 


© new. Converts, blind, thirteen' Years of 


5 * Ag e, as ſoon as he was baptized, received 
a — Sight.” Another, that had been 
« Af with a Palſy two or three Months, 


"4798 _ 


x Alia i item de- ciao miranda narrantur ; quz, quia mihi 
haud ſatis explorata ſunt, neceſſe non habui adſcribere. Maf- 


feius Vita Ignatii, lib. iii. c. xiv. 


Præſertim quod clarorum hominum Sanctitas, non tam 
Signis atque Miraculis, quam charitate in Deuni & vitæ Inno- 
centia continetur. Ib. 


2 Unus ex its, cœcus, 13 natus annos, ſimul ac baptizatus 
ef, integrum oculorum lumen recepit. — Chriſtianus quidam 


Paralyfi uorum triumve menſium fpatio laboraverat. Is Ma- 
gicis Artibus, de gentis more, dum à propinquis curatur, ett - 


am mutus efficirur. Cuj us caſum miſeratus item Chriſtianus 


cceleſtis aqua lavacri quam ſumſerat domi noſtræ conipergit 
hominem. Ille RES, 7." ſtatim & locutus eſt. Emanuel . 
cia, Hiſtor. rerum in Oriente geſtorum, p. 72, 74- 
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( 19 ) 


« and whoſe Friends had tried by Magic Arts, 


« as the Cuſtom of the Nation is, to cure 
« him; inſtead of a Cure, he was made 
% Dumb. A Chriſtian, who had Compaſſion 


* on his Misfortune, ſprinkled the Man with 


e ſome Water of the Heavenly Font, which 
* he took out of our i. e. the Jeſuits] Houſe, 
and the Paralytic Dumb Man preſently roſe 
and ſpoke,” Again: a A Woman trou- 
pbled with a conſtant Hiccough, even whilft 
„ ſhe was eating or ſpeaking, was cured by 


e 


*« Baptiſm,” Another, that was poſſeſs d, 


< as ſoon as ſhe became a Chriſtian, the De- 

« vil left her.” 8 
Now the Queſtion is, What Credit is due 

to this Sort of Hiſtorical Facts, or Relations? 


They are told with as much Aſſurance, and 


as poſitively aſſerted, as any other Facts rela- 
ted by theſe Hiſtorians; and yet all Prote- 
ſtants conſtantly treat theſe Miracles as Impo- 
ſitions, or as Accidents improved, or as caſu- 
al things magnified, or as Aſſertions without 
Grounds; and the Hiſtorians as Men not com- 


petently informed, or ſo far prejudiced, as not 


to be of ſufficient ogy to be believed in 
;beſe Caſes, tho' in other Hiſtorical Narrati- 


ons due Deference is paid to their Authority. 


The Jeſuits indeed are charged with la- 
bouring under a moſt deplorable Want of Ho- 


9 2 | neſty ; 


Mulierum aſſiduo fingultu, etiam dum loqueretur & ci- 

bum caperet, jamdiu laborantem, per Baptiſmum eo vitio la- 
boravit. Aliam Energumenam, ut primum Chriſtiana facta 
cf, Dzmon reliquit. 14id. p. 109, 
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neſty ; and their Morality has been fo bad, 
and their Caſuiſtry ſo looſe, that no one 
ought to depend too much on what they af- 
firm or deny, if their Intereſt, or that of their 
Society, be .any ways concerned. Say then, 
that Their Accounts of Miracles are not to be 
admitted. Were thoſe Holy and Good Men, 
that lived Twelve or Thirteen Hundred Years 
ago, or perhaps a Century higher ſtill, as 
little to be credited, as theſe Moderns, who cer- 
tainly are not to be credited? Are Thoſe Men 
of old to be put upon a level with ſuch noto- 
Tious Violators of Truth, as the Jeſuits are 
known to have been? Surely, more is due to 
Their Characters; and we have poſitive Evi- 
dences of Miracles done in heir Times: Mi- 
racles, wrought before good Men, able to 
judge, and honeſtly diſpoſed to tell the whole 
Truth. If the Miracles related by the Feſuits 
may be ſuſpected, or treated as Impoſtures ; 
may not thoſe related by the Good Men of 
old, be vindicated to the Satisfaction of any, or 
every Man of Senſe ? 3 

lere it is certain we change the Scene, and 
get into Times that ſeem to beſpeak Reverence 
and Reſpect. But whether the Grounds of 


Credibility alter with Ages, is the Point in 


Debate. When Men of Abilities, and Learn- 
ing, and Honeſty, and to all appearance good 
Information, relate Miracles, their Teſtimo- 
ny does not, in fact, meet with that Credit, 

which ſuch Characters may ſeem to promile ; 
45 | or 


b 


(41 

nor do all theſe concurring Circumſtances af- 
ford that Satisfaction (at leaſt they do not al- 
ways afford it) which a Man of Senſe re- 
quires. Suppoſe, e. g. the Miracles, which 
are ſaid to be done by St. Martin — reported 
by no leſs learned a Man than Sulpitius Seve- 
rus —atteſted with all folemn Appeals to God 
for the Truth of the Facts, and of his Rela- 
tion —upon ſtrong Evidence—upon a Reſolu- 
tion to declare the Truth—upon a Competence 
of Knowledge to judge of the Truth — and as 
much Honeſty in the Narration, as any one 
can reaſonably aſk — Does his Account of St. 
Martin's Miracles give Satisfaction to any En- 
quirer after Truth? b“ I beg, ſays he, of 
e thoſe, who ſhall read what I write, that 
* they would believe what I fay ; and that 
they would not think, that I have wrote 
any thing, but what I have found to be cer- 
tain and true: For I had rather have been 
quite filent, than ſay any thing that is 
** falſe,” Sulpitius concludes his Life with 
this Profeſſion — I ͤ am conſcious to my- 
* ſelf, that I was impelled by a full Perſua- 
ion of the Truth of the things related, 
and by a Love of Chriſt, to write theſe 


> Obſecro autem eos, qui lecturi ſunt, ut fidem diQis adhi- 


beant, neque me quicquam nifi compertum & probatum ſcrip- 


iſe arbitrentur : Alioquin tacere quam falſa dicere maluiſ- 
ſem. Sulpit. Vit. Martini. c. 1. | 


© Ego mihi conſcius ſum, me rerum fide & amore Chriſti 


mpulſum ut hæc ſcriberem, maniteſta expoſuiſſe, vera dixiſſe. 
tbid, apud finem, | | 
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things; and I am fully convinced in my 
e own Mind, that I have declared things 


ce well known, and have told not hing but T 
ct Truth. 8 There plainly runs thro all Sul. 


pitius's Diſcourſes ſuch an Affection for St. 


Martin, and for all his Sayings, as well as 
for all his Actions, as ſhews him to have had 
the higheſt Eſteem for his Perſon : And he 
relates every thing in ſuch a manner, as ma- 
nifeſts almoſt an implicit Faith in him, and 
in whatever he ſaid. "When he was tellin ga 
miraculous Eſcape, that St. Martin had out 


of the midſt of * Flames (the Flames were 


all around him, and he unhurt; and he had 
been ſo long in them, that the Monks con- 
cluded Rey was burnt to death) when Se- 

verus, I ſay, was telling this miraculous 
Eſcape, he appeals to d © God, as a Witneſs of 
* his Words, that the Saint himſelf related 
* to him the Story, that the Fire raged a- 
w gain him, as long as he tried to break 
| the Doors to get out; but as ſoon as 

* 5 reſorted to the Help of the Croſt, and 
took to the Arms of „ the Flames 


5 where 


a Medis flammis totus ad Dominum an incubuit. 
Tum vero divinitus igne ſubmoto, innoxio fibi orbe flamma- 
rum orabat. Monachi — mediis flammis Martinum auferunt, 
2 2 nitus eſſe conſumptus tam diuturno incendio pu- 

terum, ut verbis meis Dominus eff teſtis, mihi ip- 


ſe 1 diu circa ſe ſæviſſe ignem, quamdiu erum 


pere Oſtium turbatus mente tentaverit: Ubi vero auxilium 
Crucis & Orationis arma repetiſſet, medias ceſſiſſe flammas. 


Sulpitius. Ep. 1. 
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«© where he ſtood, all retired from him, and 
he felt them [rorantes] cool like Water, 
« which before he had to his great Pain felt 
e to be bnraing.” Nor was this peculiar to 
St. Martin thus to feel Fire, cold. It is ob- 
ſerved in the Hiſtory of the Martyrdom of 
that Apoſtolic Teacher, Polycarp, that it was 


no uncommon thing for the Martyrs to 


e have the Fire, which their inhuman 
*© Torturers caſt them into, cold to them.“ 


At the Cloſe of Severus's Firſt Dialogue, in 


which he relates ſome Stories, not unlike roman- 


tic ones, concerning the Eaftern Monks, he is 
preparing to give an Account of St. Martin's 


Virtues; and profeſſes, that he does not fo 
much defign f to: ſpeak any thing, which he 


«© had heard from others, as what he had 


c STEN HIMSELF,” b And ſo, in his Third 


Dialogue, he declares, that he will peak, 
ide Teſtis, non Oratoris copia, upon the 
* Faith of 2 Witneſs, and not enlarging upon 


© 7hings as an Orator, c. 2.” He then ap- 


peals to Evagrius's Teſtimony for the Truth 


of Martin's 8 Cure of a dumb Girl of 12 
** Years of Age, (who never had ſpoken at 
all) by putting a little conſecrated Oil into 
her Mouth, after he had exorciſed her.” 
The Cure was done, Evagrius being preſen 


* Kot To de 10 ris LN , oF Aude Bacmuror. 
Mart. Polycarpt. NG . 
f Nec vero audita ab aliis potius quam quæ vidi ipſe dicu- 
rus tum. Dial. i. apud nem. 8 80 , 
5 Res ipſo præſente tum geſta eſt. c. 2. 
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at it, It is not much farther, in the fame 
Dialogue, c. ö. that he diſclaims Þ © all tell- 
« ing of any Lye in behalf of the good Saint; 
<* and appeals to Chriſt, that he has ſaid no- 
e thing, nor would fay any thing, but what 
ce either He Himſelf had sEEN, or what he | 
© had come to the Knowledge of from ſure ; 
% Witneſſes, or from Martin himſelf,” And 
he adds, that tho' he choſe to dreſs up what ; 
* he faid in the form of a Dialogue, yet 7 
e declare, ſays he, before God, that I keep 
* to the exact Truth of an Hiſtory.” i 

I do not deſign to repeat from Severus the 
Miracles which St. Martin did: perhaps if I 
did, I ſhould be thought to turn into Ridi- 
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| eule, what he relates with great Seriouſneſs. 
1 I, refer therefore the Reader to him; but 
| what is here to be conſidered is, That fince 
| we have ſo 5 an Account given of 2 
| great Number of Miracles performed by ſo 


$000, and fo holy a Man, as Martin is faid to 
ve been, by an Eye-witneſs, by k fo 
« learned and wiſe a Man” as Severus, as 


| Auſtin calls him; 1 © a Man famous, as 

| e well 

| | b Neque enim hoc Martinus indiget, ut mendaciis adſera- 
tur. c. 5. 


i Sed tamen totius ſermonis fidem apud te, Chriſte, deprom:- 
mus, nos nec alia dixiſſe, neque alia dicturos, quam quæ aut 
IPSI vipinus, aut quæ manifeſtis auctoribus, vel plerum- 
que ipſo referente, cognovimus. Czterum etſi dialogi ſpeci- 
em —adſumpſimus, nos pie præſtare profitemur hiſtoriæ ver- 
tatem. Jbid. c. 5. | | 1 

* Vir doctrina & ſapientia pollens. Auguſtinus. 

Vir genere & litteris pollens. G 
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* well for his Family, as his Learning;“ ſo 
Gennadius: m Holy, learned, eloquent; fo 
Sigonius. One n wile, upright, bleſſed, coura- 
** geous, rich in the Lord,” as Paulinus calls 


him; and in another place he pronounces him 


« 0 blefled of the Lord, who in ſo worthy 
“Language and juſt Affection had wrote the 
“ Hiſtory of ſo great a Prieſt, and fo notori- 
e ous a Confeſſor: Since we have fo faith. 


ful an Account, I fay, by ſo great a Man, 
one cannot but own that he was competently 


informed of what he relates; and he appears 


to have, throughout his Hiſtory, as honeſt a 


Diſpoſition to ſpeak the Truth, and the whole 


Truth, and nothing but the Truth, as one 
would defire, And yet very few, if any, 


except ſuch as pay a Regard to the Age in 


which the Saint lived, credit the Stories Se- 


verus has told of his intimate Friend and Ac- 
quaintance. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
this Hiſtorian was charged with romancing not 
2 little, in relation to St. Martin, in his own 


Times; and as he had heard of this Reproach, 


he vindicates himſelf, or attempts to do ſo, 
from the Charge of telling Lies on his behalf: 
But ſtill it may be juſtly queſtioned, whether 

m Sanctus, doctus,.— —— Szigonius. Vid. Teſtimonies 
prefixed to the Lahe Edition of Severus. 

" Sapiens — rectus — beatus — fortis — diyes in Domino, 
Paulinus Epiſt. 1. 1 ä 

© BenediRus igitur tu homo Domino, qui tanti ſacerdotis 


& manifeſtiſſimi confeſſoris hiſtoriam, tam digno ſermone 


quam juſto affectu percenſuiſti. Paulings Epiſt. v. ad Seve: 


AN. 
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he has quite cleared himſelf from the Impu- 
tation he then laboured under ; or whether 
His Folly and Weakneſs be not as great as his 
Wiſdom and Learning. WIS * 
What then are we to do in ſuch Caſes as 
theſe, where honeſt Men, Eye-witneſſes, af- 
firm with ſo much Aſſurance Facts, that are 
ſo extraordinary, as all St. Martin's Miracles 

are? They are told indeed by one, that /aw 
much of what he relates: But yet, ſeveral of 


them, at leaſt, are of ſuch a nature, that'no 


one will think the Conſequence good, that be- 


cauſe God is able to produce ſuch or ſuch 


Events, that therefore he did do ſo. Facts 
Poſſible to be done by God, muſt be conſider- 
ed in all their Circumſtances: And if ſome are 
related, which bear about them evident Marks 
of Improbability, one cannot but ſiiſpect, or 


ſuſpend one's Judgment, notwithſtanding the 


Confidence with which they are told, unleſs 
there be ſome Circumſtances 'more than com- 


mon Teſtimony, which may lead one to give 


Credit to the Relation, e AO IFAD 
We have .a remarkable Miracle, told at 
large by no leſs Authority than the Church of 
Smyrna, which happened in the Age after the 
Death of the Laſt of the Apoſtles: I mean 
That which happened at the Burning of that 
Apoſtolic Teacher Polycarp, who, as the 
| Chronicon Alexandrinum tells us, was p burnt 
alive 
P *E van Cor — U 9 & jo dur, NN a 
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© alive — for fo it was revealed unto him, 
© that being burnt alive, he ſhould be made 

i© perfect.” What this Revelation was, appears 

as well from the Martyrdom of Pohcarp, as 
Rom the Extracts that were made of it by 
Euſebius, and from later Hiſtorians, When 
the Martyr was © at Prayers, three days be- 
fore he was apprehended, he had, or he 
*“ was in, a Viſion; and he faw his Pillow, 
« or what was laid under his Head, all on 
« Fire, Turning himſelf to Thoſe that were 
„with him, he ſaid propbetically, I muſt be 
e burnt alive.” Euſebius tells the Story a 
little differently, adding ſome Circumſtances, 

e, g. that it was in ther Night time: That he 
„ ſaw what was under his Head, not only 
burning, but quite conſumed by the Fire: 
That, © being waked out of his Sleep, he 
- preſently interpreted the Viſion, almoſt 
foretelling what was to come, and openly 
declaring to thoſe with him, That he muſt 
by Fire change his Life for the ſake of 
* Chriſt.” Soon after Polycarp was ſeized; 
and condemned to the Flames; and when he 
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was on the Pile at Prayer, he expreſſes him. 
{elf in full hopes, that he ſhould be that day 
accepted by God, © as a well-pleaſing Sa- 
* crifice, as he w_ nv hens yo it, and ma- 
« nifeſted it before-hand, and fulfilled it.” 1 
* bh I before is hare was a 
Voice from Heaven, that faid to him, Be of 
good Courage, Polycarp, and behave like a 
* Man.” And fo indeed the good old Man 

frems to have doge, OE 
| What now was the Event of this Prophetic 
Viſion? or what was it that was © manifeſted 
© before-hand?” Was the old Man Gur: 
alive, as he ſaid he ſhould be? No: t © The 
Fire, forming a ſort of Arch, or like the 
Sail of a Ship filled with Wind, furround- 
ed, as with a Wall, the Body of the Mar- 
e tyr; and he was in it, not like Fleſh burn- 
ing, but as Bread baking, or as Gold and 
Silver in a Furnace melting and purifying 
by Fire.” If theſe Compariſons convey 
any Ideas to us, the Place where the Martyr 
was, was very hot, and would naturally have 
- an end to his Life ; and had it done fo, 
his Prophecy had been fulfilled, But, as if 
1. 
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it had been on . purpoſe to ſhame all ſuch as 
pretended to that heavenly Gift without ha- 
ving it, or for whatever other Reaſon, the 
« u Fire not being able to conſume his Body,” 
the Executioner was ordered to tab him; and 
inſtantly ſo much Blood iflued from him, as 
put out the Fire. Thus died this Apoſtoli- 
« cal and Prophetic Teacher; W © for every 
« Word that he ſpoke has been fulfilled, or 
J 4 5 vhs 
It is ſomewhat ſtrange, that the Church of 
Smyrna ſhould treat Polycarp all along as a 
Prophet; and ſhould tell the Viſion and the 
Interpretation of it; and then immediately 
ſhould give an Account of his Death in Terms 
directly contrary to it. He prophefied, that 
he was to be burnt alive; and They tell us, 
that the Fire could not, did not, burn him at 
all. Nay, They obſerve (tho' not particularly 
of Him) that thex © Fire uſed by the inhu- 
e man Tortuters of the Martyrs was even cold 
to them.” It does not ſeem to have been 
ſo to Polycarp, if one may gueſs. from the 
Compariſons made uſe of to explain this mat- 
ter. However, the Centurion, who was at 
the Execution of the Martyr, perceiving ſome 
Conteſt about his Body, the Chriſtians, y © be- 


1 
* ing 

M dune ο aurs 70 onpe e 3% Tve3s ch nun ld at. 
Did... 7 3 R 
He » Phe 6 C CH TH OUATO} wry, XN) TH EIGOn, 
4 7Mewbnperar. - Eufeb, Hiſt. Eeccl. I. iv. c. 15 . 

* T2 p i ew Tols Jvged/ 70 7 aThuey gασνν, N. Ibid. 
 * Mendy wy #Wh E q Tvess Na ꝗ/D ny. Ibid. 


i 


, r 


Ro 

e ing willing to have taken it out of the Nye, 
(tho' the Fire was extinguiſhed by the Mar- 
tyr's Blood) the Centurion, I fay, * © putting 
© him in the middle of the Fire, burnt him,” 
after he was dead. So that in fact he was not 
burnt alive, but when he was dead; directly 
onay © mary; ENT 
I enter not into the Story of the Dove fly- 
ing out of His Body; which, whether it was 
omitted by Euſebius, or added ſince his Time; 
or whether it be a Corruption of d#* eercips, 
which I am more inclined to, than any other 
Emendation I have met with— l enter not in- 
to this, nor into that * © prodrigrous Fragran- 
© cy,” which his Body within the Arch of 
Fire emitted. The Bodies of dying and dead 
i Saints do uſually, it feems, emit very fra- 
grant Smells, as all the Writers of the Lives 
of Saints aſſure us. Is there not, upon the 
whole, ground to doubt, or ſuſpect a Story, 
where one ſees there has been tampering ! 
That God could preſerve the Body of Poh- 
| _ carp from the Flames, is no doubt poſſible. 
$ But that God ſhould reveal it to him, that 
He ſhould be © burnt alive, and then ſhould 

preſerve him from the Fire, is not eaſily to 

be believed. That the Church of Smyrna 
| ſhould believe, and call him a Prophet, 5 
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A 
ſay that © every Word he ſpoke was fulfilled,” 
in Contradiction to Fact, is ground for Jea- 
Jouſy of Their Veracity. The very Account 
of the burning him after. bis Death, is at beſt 
very inaccurately . told. And the ſaying that 
Fire was cold to the Martyrs, will make a 
Man ſuſpicious, that they wete not averſe to 
exaggerate Matters, or to talk in very ſtrong. 
Figures. However, if any one imagines the 
Relation made by the Church of Smyrna on 
this occaſion to be juſt and faithful, he has a 
Right to believe it: But ſhould another think, 
that their Relation has ſuffered in going thro 
the Hands of Tranſcribers; or that the Man- 
ner in which theſe Papers were diſcovered b 
the Ghoſt of Polycarp, after they had been loſt 
ſome time; or that the Narration itſelf has 
ſome Marks of Inprobability; he has a Right 
to ſuſpend his Aſſent, till he can meet with 
further Information, juſt as he does by other 
hiſtorical Facts, that are incredible in their 
own nature, and are attended with no Cir- 
cumſtance, from whence one can argue the 
Probability of a miraculous Interpoſition. 

What then? Will you refuſe Aſſent to ſo 
good, ſo pious, ſo honeſt Vouchers? Can the 
Authority of Eye-witneſſes be called in que- 
ſtion? Or can the Power of God, when it is 
aiteſted by ſuch Spectators of it, be a matter 
of Doubt? | 


The Power of God is not th = in 
elſes 


queſtion, but the Veracity of Witneſſes ; and 
OO if 


( 32) | 
if. the Circumſtances of their Narrations are 
ſuch, as make the thing incredible in itſelf, 
every one has a right to doubt of, or to reje&t = 
ſuch a Story, with — Sit fides penes authorem, 
Believe the Stary, if you think proper ; but © 


do not condemn others, who think ey have 


reaſon to doubt. For what is the great Good, 


if you receive ſuch a Story; or what is the 


great Harm, if you reject it? 

Again ; There is an Account of a Miracle 
in the Church of our Saviour's Aſcenfon b, 
That © that Place, from which our Lord was 
* taken up in a Cloud, and aſcended into 
*© Heaven, was ſo conſecrated by his divine 
re Footfteps upon it, that it would never ſuf. 


< fer it be covered with Marble, or any other 


* 


Pavement whatever; the Ground itſelf re- 
jetting, and throwing off every thing, by 
* which any one attempted to adorn it.” 
No doubt this is poſſible, if one conſiders the 
mere Power of God; but yet the Credibility 
of the Fa& depends upon the mere Authority 
of the Vouchers, and will hardly be believed, 
howeyer it is atteſted by no leſs a Man than 
Paulinus ; who ſeems to have credited the 


ching, tho! he relates it only as reported. 


I 


» Mirum vero inter hzc, quod in Baſilica Aſcenſionis, lo- 
cus ille tantum, de quo in nube ſuſceptus aſcendit—ita facra- 
tus divinis veſtigiis dicitur, ut nunquam tegi marmore, aut 
paviri receperit, ſemper excuſſis, ſolo reſpuente, quz manus 
adornandi ſtudio tentayerit apponere. Paulin. Epiſt. xi. ad 


d uerum. 


LT. 

It». very hard for any one to call in que- 
ſtion a good Man's Veracity, when he profeſ- 
ſes to relate what he himſelf had szEN ; yet 
Stories ſo vouched are ſo incredible ſome- 
times, that the ſolemneſt Aſſeverations paſs 
for no Evidence. I will not infiſt on what 
the Author, who perſonated St. Auſtin, tells 
us, «* That after he was Biſhop of Hippo, he, 
with other Servants of Chriſt, went to 
*© preach the Goſpel to the Erhiopians, and 
© there he ſaw Men and Women without 
Heads, and that their Eyes were in their 
« Breaſts. In the lower Parts of Ethiopia, 
* we sAw Men, ſays he, with one Eye on- 
e ly, and That in their Forebeads.” Had he 
fad, that he faw the People, whom Pliny or 
Mela deſcribe in that manner, it might have 
been a little more tolerable. But let him af- 
firm ever ſo ſtrongly upon his Eye-/ight ſuch 
Men and Women ; yet, I imagine, it will 
meet with but ſmall Reception amongſt thoſe, 
who are not ſuperſtitious, or credulous, 

So when Paulinus gives us a remarkable 
Story of what he did himſelf in virtue of a 
Piece of the Croſs of Chriſt,” it is ſo circum- 
ſtanced, as to render the Fact of dubious Cre- 

e F 7 - 


Py 


3 


Ecce ego jam Hipponenſis Epiſcopus eram, & cum qui- 
buſdam ſervis Chriſti ad Æthiopiam perrexi, ut eis Sanctum 
Chhriſti Evangelium prædicarem; & vip iuus ibi multos ho- 
mines ac mulieres capita non habentes, ſed oculos groſſos 
fixos in corpore. vip ius & in inferioribus partibus Æthi- 
opiæ homines unum oculum tantum in fronte habentes. Au- 
22/7. ad Fratres in Eremoz p. 135. dit. Bal. 1569 
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( 34 ) 
dit. John, Biſhop of Feruſalem, had ſent 
him a little Bit of that ſaered Wood; and 
Paulinus communicated to Severus a Piece of 
his Piece, that he had receiv'd from Feruſa- 
lem, With it Paulinus ſent a large Account 
how the Croſs was tniraculouſly diſcovered. 
and afſures him of that ſtrange Property of 
that Wood; © cut off as many Pieces as you 
* will of it, yet it never is leſſened, but con- 
© tinues the fame, as if it never had been 
Þ ©« touched.” The thing here to be obſerved 
rs, that Credit is not always given, even 
where there ſhould ſeem to be the greateſt 
Evidence of Teſtimony, Paulinus himſelf 
was not only an Eye-witneſs, but an Afor, in 
an Affair, of which he ſends his Friend word. 
* A Fire raging, and burning down a 
1 % Houſe, the People got Water, and pour'd 
<< it on the Flames, in hopes of quenching 
** them : But, inſtead of ſucceeding by means 
« of Water, the Fire burnt the fiercer for it. 
* Upon this, Paulinus taking the precious 
** Relique of the Holy Croſs, he with That 
© inſtantly put out the Fire,” 
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| 3 — — Onnem 
Vicerat Ignis aquam; nos Ligno extinximus Ig nem. 
Quamque Aqua non poterat, vicit brevis aſtula flam- 
mam. Natal. 10. 
His 


à Innumeris pœne quotidie hominum votis lignum ſuum 
 tommodans, detrimenta non ſentiret, & quaſi intacta perma- 
neret. Paulin. Epiſt. xi. ad Severum. | 
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„ 
His being not only an Eye-c/tneſs, but an 
Agent, in this Caſe, does not ſatisfy any one, 
that That little Piece of the Croſs extinguiſh- 
ed the Flames, that Water could not; but 
there remains 
Doubt; and few will aſſent to this Fact in the 
ſame manner as they do to Paulinus's being 
Biſhop of Nola. — 
What is uſually ſaid in behalf of the Mi- 


racles done in the Ages of the Beſt Authority, 


fince the Apoſtolic Times, is, that They are 


related by Men of Piety, of Abilities, and In- 


tegrity. Let this have all the Weight it de- 
ſerves: But when a Fact is ſuch, as we ne- 


ver ſaw, nor is it poſſible for any Man by 
his ordinary Powers to do, the common way 


of Reaſoning is, firſt to try it by Experience 


and if we find no Agreement to That, then 
to ſee for a Reaſon, or to make a Judgment 


upon Circumſtances, from whence the Pro- 
hability of ſuch Miracle may appear. Let us 


therefore conſider the general Rules, by which 
we determine the Probability of Facts. 


1, If we perceive a thing 5 4 in its 


Nature, no Teſtimony, no Authority what- 


ever is ſufficient to make it be believed to be 


really done; and whatever it is that is done, 


will always be imputed to Art or Trick. 
When the People of Egnatia pretended, that 


they could at their Temple burn and conſume 
Incenſe without Fire; it was eaſy to perceive a 


2 "Frick, 


upon the Mind ſome fort of 


* 
* 


„ 


( 36) 
Trick, tho' perhaps a Man might not be abte 
to tell how it was performed. 


— — Cntic lymph. 
Tratis extrudta dedit riſuſque Jocoſque ; 
Dum flammd fine thura liqueſcere limine ſacro 


Per ſuadere cupit. Credat Fudeus Apella, 


Non 80. HoR AT. Sat, v. 


2. If a Thing be poſſible, and yet we find 


In Experience, that it never, or ſeldom hap- 

pens; or that we ourſelves, or others, have 
Never, or ſcarce ever heard, or found it to 
Happen, we give our Aſſent to Witneſſes, who 
aſſert ſuch a thing, with great Difficulty. 
There is no Impoſſibility in the nature of 
things, but that there may be found out 
what goes by the Name of the PÞzloſepher”s 
Stone: but yet as it may be queſtioned, whe- 
ther ever any one has been able to diſcover 
this grand Secret; tho' it has been often pre- 
tended to (nay, there are thoſe who tell us, 
ah have been in Poſſeſſion of it ever ſince 


its firſt Invention by Adam, down quite to 


the laſt Century) — as it may be queſtioned, 
I fay, whether ever any one has been able to 


diſcover this grand Secret ; no wiſe Man will 


readily give his Aﬀent to any one, who pre- 
tends to haye found it out. It is pgſſible, that 
there may be a Lump of Gold, or a Diamond, 
as big as an Houſe, or a Mountain; yet 
ſhould any one aſſert, that he has ſeen -- 

| Mats, 
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(WP) 

Maſs, he would not eaſily gain Credit to his 
Aer 8 ee e 

3. If a Fact be extraordinary, and what 
does not come within the Verge of our Expe- 
rience, or that of others, who are contempo- 
rary with us; yet if we are able to ſee a good 
Reaſon, why ſuch a Fact ſhould be done, we 
may give good Credit to it. Or, if an extra- 
ordinary Fact has been done, of the Truth of 
which we are convinced; we may judge a 
like Faci to be probable, if a hike Reaſon ap- 


pears. But if a liłe Fact be reported, and a 


lige Reaſon does not appear, then we ma 
conclude the Fact to be improbable, and we 
_ ought not to give any Credit to it, 
Thus, in order to prove himſelf to be The 
Chriſt, our Saviour reſtored Eyes to the Blind, 
and Feet to the Lame; and we ſee a very 
good Reaſon for ſuch extraordinary Facts, or 


for an immediate Interpoſition of Providence 
on that account. But ſhould a Relation be 


made now of ſuch Miracles performed before 
any Image, or by any Relique, and no Reaſon 
appears, why ſuch Miracle is performed ; we 
may doubt, or refuſe Credit to it, however it 
may be pretended to be atteſted. 

4. It does not hence follow, that God ne- 
ver does interpoſe in a Manner extraordinary, 


where we perhaps cannot ſee the Reaſon of 


his Interpoſition : But the Probability of his 


ot interpoſing in ſuch manner is ſuch, that 


ihe Credit of Witneſſes muſt be able to coun- 
terbalance 


14 
3 
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1 
terbalance the Inprabubility of ſuch his __ 
polls, before we can aflent to it. 
Theſe are general Rules of judging con- 
cerning the Credibility: of extraordinary things 


that happen: for as to common Caſes, we 
judge from what we find has happened with 


in aur own E ience, or that of others; 
and no great d culty here oocurs. But then 


we mu forms a Judgment about the Credi- 
bility of Per ſons, as well as Things, in order 
not to be deceived. And here, 

A Witneſs of any Fact muſt have Oppor- 


an; of examining . He muſt be Faithful 


in relating it: He muſt not be biaſſed by Va- 


tereſt, or Party : He muſt not be credulous: 


He muſt have Abilities to ſearch out the 
Truth. Again; If a Man be an Eye-witnefs 
of any Fact, and has the Qualities juſt now 
mentioned, he deſerves the firſt degree of 
Credit. If a Perſon relates, what an Eye- 
witneſs tells him, he has a beer degree of 
Credit due to him. He ſtill has a ler de- 
gree, who relates only what They-lay, ro whom 
Eye-witnefles have made a Report, And as 
101 thoſe, who collect from others what they 
have aid, and thus compile a Hiſtory of F 405 
their Credit depends upon their Judgment in 
rejecting, or relating, what has . to 
— to be True or Falſe. | 

There is another Rule, of great 1 
tance to form our Notions of Credibility; and 


that is, if Enemies, as well. as Friends, con- 
cur 
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( 39 ) 
cut in relating the fame Fact. In this Caſe 
there ariſes a degree of Probability, which 
makes a Relation of any Fact very credible : 
For Enemies would certainly deny, (if they 
had any ground for Denial) whatever is re- 
ported to their Prejudice. If therefore an 
Enemy to the Goſpel ſhould admit the Facts 
related in the Goſpel, or ſhould attempt to 
account for them by Magic Arts, or by any 
other Solution This would be a direct Teſti- 
mony in behalf of ſuch Facts, and ought to 

have the greateſt Regard paid to it. The 

Teſtimony therefore of the Fathers, (to add 
this by the by) is not the only Support of the 
Credit of the Evangeliſts; but we have the 
2inanimous Conſent of the Enemies of the Go- 
ſpel, as well as of its Friends. Suppoſing 
therefore that the Fathers could be proved to 
be weak and injudicious Men, as credulous in 
certain Points, as thoſe who are no Friends to 
them, or to their Writings, would repreſent 
them ; yet this is not ſufficient to invalidate 
their Teſtimonies to the Scriptures, ſince the 
uc mies to the Goſpels acknowledge, that they 
were wrote by the Authors, whoſe Names 
they bear, and acknowledge the ziraculous 
Facts by their Attempts to account for them. 
But to this Point more will be ſaid under the 
other Queſtion to be confidered hereafter. 
The- general Rules of Probability being 
thus laid down, muſt 40 of them, or how 
nany, or whith of them, be applied to make 
Tn 


( 40 ) 

an extraordinary Event appear credible ? No 
doubt, if many of theſe Circumſtances: con- 
cur, the Probability may riſe to ſuch an 
Height, as to amount to Conviction, But if 
it ſhould happen, that the Credibility of Per. 
 fons ſhould be to be weighed againſt the Cre. 
dibility of Things, there may remain grounds 
for Doubt, and Suſpicion ; and Aﬀent may be 
with- held without any juſt Charge of Scepti- 
ST BUN gg a 
Let us now ſuppoſe a Fact to be related, 
improbable in itſelf, becauſe we have never 
found in our own Experience, or in that of 
others, any fimilar Inſtance ; nor have ever 
heard or ſeen any Man able to do, what is 


faid to be done: — A Suſpicion preſently ari- 


ſes, and lies againſt the Man who relates it, 


however faithful the Relator may be, and 
even credible in all other Inſtances. Nor 


will his Ability, or ſuppoſed Honeſty, or his 
being even an Eye-witneſs, totally remove the 
Fealoufy of Fraud, or Impoſition, or Trick; 
becauſe the Vnprobability of the Thing out- 
weighs any Aſſurance that we can have of 


Perſonal Qualities. It is not therefore un- 


uſual for Men to be guilty of a double Mi- 
ſtake in arguing on this Head: They fir/ 
confider only the Credibility of Perſons; and 
if they find them able and honeſt, they do not 
conſider the Incredibility of the Thing : And 
then, what is as uſual, they reaſon from the 


Teſtimonies, e. g. of Liuy, or Tully, or 2 
ſar, 
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far, in a pure credible Matter, to the Caſe of 
the Teſtimony of others, in Matters i in their 
own nature incredible. What I mean is this: 
They argue, that we have moral Evidence for 
the T 8 of the Facts related by Livy or 
Czſar ; and we believe them : And then they 
add, we have the ſame moral Evidence for 
the Facts related by St. Matthew, or St. John. 
But they feem nat once to take it into their 
Thoughts that every body makes a difference 
in the fame Hiſtorian, betwixt what he re- 


lates as a common, natural, Fact, which is 


like to what we fee, or hear frequently from 
others ; and what is related as miraculous, to 


which we ſee nothing ſimilar. Accordin gly 
Mien often reject, what is related of this kind, 
as fabulous, and incredible, how much defe- 


rence ſoever they may pay to an Author in 
other Matters, 
LIV gives us an Account of the Irruption 
of the Gauls into Naly under Brennus, and of 
their taking and ſacking Rome, and of their 
total Defeat by Camillus. He tells us too of 
Hanmbal's iſing March and Paſlage over 
the Alps, I beating the Romans in ſeve- 

ral Engagements; and at laſt, how Fabius, 
by Delays and cautious Warineſs, reſtored the 
Roman Affairs. No body calls in queſtion the 
Truth of theſe ſeveral Fact, But whether 
or no, ef before the Gallic War ow, there 
(GG | CC Was 


* Expiande etiam vocis nocturnæ, quæ nuntia cladis ants 
bellum Gallicum audita neglectaque, mentio illata. Liv. 4 4 


4 
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* was a Voice heard in the Night, that foretold 
e the Deſtruction which the Gauls made,” 
may juſtly be doubted : nor will the Circum- 


ſtance of their building an Altar, or a Temple, 
to S Aius Locutius on that Occaſion, verify 
the Truth of the Fact, that Aius Locutius 
| ſpoke, or that any one heard ſuch a Voice. 


And ſo when he mentions the Prodigies, 


which happened about Hannibal's Invaſion of 


Ttaly ; or when he tells of a Bullock's fpeak- 
ing, of its raining Stones, or Blood — Theſe 
may be ſuſpeed, or denied, becauſe they 
have no degree of Probability. If then it be 
aſked, Why is Lzvy credited in one Part of 
his Hiſtory; and in the other, whatever he 
fays is ſuſpefed, or perhaps rejected? Or it is 
3 ; * all Hiftory, by this 


means, is not rendered dubious or uncertain * 
Or how is it poſſible to diſtinguiſh Truth 
from Falſhood ? The Anſwer is, Conſider the 
Nature of the thing told. What is agreeable 
to Experience you have no reaſon to reject, 
_ unleſs there appears ſome Mark of Untruth : 


but what is contrary to Experience, or where 
nothing fimilar occurs, which can make us 
think the Story to be probable, there we have 
no reaſon to admit ſuch a Narration, unleſs 
there has been ſuch Examination, as precludes 
all Doubt. e 4 
1 fy Thus, 
8 Alus ille /aquens, quando eum nemo norat, ajebat, & lo. 


vebatur, & ex eo nomen invenit: poſteaquam & ſedem. 5 
2ram, & nomen invenit, obmutuit ? Cicer. ae Divinat. 


( 48 ) 


Thus, when a Pop:ſh Hiſtorian tells tis an 
ordinary hiſtorical Fact, we acquieſce in, and 
afſent to his Narration. But when the fame 
Author aſſerts ever ſo ſtrongly Miracles done 
by a Religue, or an Image, or a Bone, or a 
Crucifix ; every Proteſtant inſtantly ſuſpends 
his Aſſent; Doubts ariſe ; and he feels himſelf 
not in the ſame State of Mind, as he is about 
the reſt of his Hiſtory. Whence does this 
ariſe, unleſs it be that we meaſure, or judge 
of the Truth or Falſhood of ſuch Facts, by 
comparing them with what we experience in 
ourſelves, or others; and we determine from 
what we know to be the nature of things, be- 
ing in the firſt place ſure, that no Man can 
do what is beyond his Power to do; and no 
Effects can be produced without fu ufficrent 
Cauſe z and we ſuſpect, that no ſuch Exami- 
nation has been made, as ſu eh Caſes may re- 
quire or deſerve. 

It will be faid, that when we ſpeak of A 
racles, We ſuppoſe an Interpoſition of Provi- 
dence ; and by that acknowledge a Power ſuf 
ficient to bring about Whatever is poſpble, It 
is true; here is Power : But we do not find 
this Power often exerted in miraculous Caſes. 
And as it never is, that we know of, unleſs 
for Reaſons equal to the Occaſions, we have 
Right to doubt, where-ever ſuch extraordi- 
nary Interpoſition is pretended, if good Rea- 
on be not produced for it. It is true, that 
God may make uſe of what Inſtruments he 

G 2 _ pleaſes 1 


VV 
pleaſes: and he may exert even an extraordi- 


nary Power for the Reformation of wicked 


Men, or the Conviction of Unbelievers, or 


the Confirmation of virtuous and good Men 


in the Faith: Nor are we to confine his pro. 
vidential Government of the World by our 
narrow Views or Capacities. But if we de 
not ever ſee a miraculous Interpoſition, we do 
not aſſent, becauſe God may produce ſuch; 
but we argue from the Improbability of the 


Au 
not critically enquired into. 

A Bullock, e. g. is ſaid by Livy to have 
ſpoken, a Horſe by Homer, a Ram by Apolle- 
nius Rhodius; a Dog, an Blephant, Rivers, 
Trees, in other Authors - Inſtances of which 
are very numerous in the Greet and Latin 


Writers; and particularly mention is made of 


Cows ſpeaking, The very learned Bochart 
has collected out of Hiſtorians, Poets, and 
Mythologiſts, a very great number of In- 
ſtances of this kind; from whence he con- 
cludes, © h That no one would ſay, that a 
<< theſe are ficlitious: It is plain therefore, 
* ſays he, that in this reſpect the Devil has 
* ſhewn himſelf the Ape of God.” No 
doubt but that any, or all theſe, may be re- 
ſolved into a Power able to produce ſuch Ef- 

| ; fect; 
|  Þ Nemo omnia hæc commentitia dixerit. Itaque hac in 


parte planum eſt Diabolum ſe præſtitiſſe Dei Simiam. Bo- 
chart. Hierox |. ii. 4. 4 | 


, as much outweighing the Credit of the 
r; and we ſuſpect the Truth of what is 
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(45) 
fect ; and Forty of them, as well as One. But 
yet Few will be eaſily perſuaded of the Truth 
of ſuch Facts, however related by Authors 
of good Credit i in other Caſes : nor will many 
come into the Solution which Bochart has 


given, unleſs he could have pointed out 


which were fickitious, and which were the 
Produce of the Devil's Power. Plain as 


this ſeemed to that very able and truly . 


ed and maſterly Writer, yet no degree of 
Probability appears, that the Devil, in any of 
the Inſtances he has quoted, imitated God; 


and it ſeems more likely, that all thoſe In- 
ſtances, collected out of Heathen Authors, 
are mere Pictions, than owing to any Inter- 
poſitions of that Evil Spirit. It is the Þrcre- 
Aibility of the Fucis themſelves, not of the 
Power able to produce ſuch Facts, which 


makes them be denied: and it will be time 


enough to enquire into the Cauſe, or Author 
of theſe Facts, when we are ſure that there 
were ſuch Fas done. 


It may perhaps be ſuggeſted, as indeed it 
has been, That it is not neceſſary to believe 


every particular miraculous Story, which oc- 
curs either among the Ancients or Moderns. 


But then, if Miracles are uniformly related, 
as done in different Ages, and different Pla- 


ces; and This for a long Continuance; and 
Hiſtorians, and other good Men, concur in 


the Report of ſuch. Facts; what Credit is due 


to ſuch a Concurrence of Atteſtations? Muſt 
we 


(4) 
we not look on ſuch Witneſſes as Fools or 
Kneaves, all to concur without ContradiQion, 


and acting as in Concert to propagate what is 


falſe? But let it be obſerved. 
Firft, When it is thought right to give up 
particular miraculous Stories, ſome Teſt or 
other muſt be given, by which one may 
judge, which are the defenſible ones, and 
which the indefenfible. Are the Popiſb Mi- 
racles of any Century, ſince the Sixth or Se- 
venth, to have Credit? If the Anſwer be in 
the Negative, I ſhall aſk, Are St. Martin's? 
Are Simeon Stylites's? Are Hilarion's? Are 
St. Antony's? If Theſe are not to be credited, 
tho' Hiſtorians concur without Contradiction 
in them ; What is the Rule by which one can 


judge, which are to be credited, and which 


not? If it be Age alone that gives the Sancti- 
on, Care muſt be taken, left any one taking 
a little and a little from it, ſhould artfully 
take away the Authority of the whole: 


1 n— Ci Pilos ut Equinæ 
Paulatim vello, & demo unum, demo etiam unum, 


Dum cadat— Hos, Epiſt. I. 2. Ep. 1. 


Secondly, Admitting it to be true, that 


Men concur in Atteſtations of miraculous 
Facts; yet it is hard to repreſent them all as 
Fools or Knaves, even ſuppoſing the Facts to 
be falſe. They may poſſibly have examined 
Witneſſes, who have been poſitive and we 
855 
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and they may have reported according to the 


Evidence before them. They may have en- 


tertained too good an Opinion of Thoſe they 
credited ; or they may have taken for grant- 
ed, what they did not examine, as is com- 
mon enough in other Caſes. Or, laſtly, They 


may have acted upon Prejudices, and imagin-. 


ed a Continuance of real Powers, in oppoſi- 
tion to the ſuppoſed Powers of Magic, or 
any ſuch Illuſion, 


But whether one can account for the Con- 
duct, or for particular Actions of Men, is 
not very material, Popiſh Miracles have 


been pretended in every Age; in Variety of 
Places ; for many Centuries together before 
the Reformation : And fince the Reformation, 
we have the Continuance of them related by 
a great many Authors. And tho' ſome par- 
_ ticular ones have been diſcovered to be falſe, 
yet {till others are reported by Men of Learn- 
ing and Abilities; and ſome are produced and 
infiſted on as Standard ones, indiſputable, 
worked conſtantly by Providence, in order to 


the Converſion of Hfidels and Heretics, Call 


the Vouchers of Theſe, if you pleaſe, Fools 

or Knaves : The Concurrence of Atteſtations 

continues to this Day; and whatever fully ac- 
counts for this Concurrence now, may poſſi- 

bly help us to account for the like Concur- 

rence in Times paſt. bo 

| Where-ever we can arrive at what we 


we 


think Evidence about any thing's being done, 


3: 
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(48) 
we cannot but believe it to Be. Suppoſing 
one were to ee a dead Man raiſed to Life, or 
a fick Man cured by a Word, or a Lame one 
by a Touch, one could not doubt of what one 
/aw : and ſuppoſing it to be all an Impoſture 
artfully carried on, yet one could not help 
| believing it to be what it appeared to be, and 
accardingly it would be treated. But then 
there are infinite Cafes, where we are wont 
to add Conjectures of our own to what we 
think we ſee; and we determine, as we think 
them moſt /kely : and here we may eaſily 
miſtake. We are too apt at all times to make 
haſty Inferences from narrow Views; and 
accordingly we impute to the Dew, to Anu. 
gels, to Saints, to Images, to Religues, cer- 
tain Facts, the Cauſes of which we are utter 
Strangers too. This is plainly owing to our 
Ignorance, and to ſtrong Imagination, impu- 
ting to a certain determinate Cauſe, what we 
have no Reaſon or Grounds for. The Pop:/þ 
Writers, (infinitely worſe than Heeathens in 
this reſpect) atteſt many Miracles, as done by 
a certain Image ; and they name the Perſons 
cured, the Place where the Cure was done, 
the Length of Time the Perſon had been af- 
flicted, the Day when he was relieved from 
his Diſorder, or totally cured ; and they name 
every Circumſtance ſo minutely, and with 
ſuch Preciſion, that if one were to look no 
farther, one could not deny Aſſent to what 


they report, But whether theſe miraculous 
| | | Cures, 
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Cures, ſuppoſing them done, are owing to a 
Saint, or an Image, to a Religue, or to any 
other particular aſſigned Cauſe, may be que- 
ſtioned. I do not mention ſuch a credulous, 
ſuperſtitious ſilly Man, as was the famous 
Liphus, notwithſtanding all his Learning and 
great Abilities: But one may cite Authors 


of much better Reputation, who have 


teſtified at large, upon their own Know- 
ledge, i Cures of Arms, the Uſe of which 
had been loſt for a dozen Vears through ill 


letting of Blood; Cures of He&#ic Fevers 


e of long Continuance; of Lameneſs of 
* fourteen Years ſtanding ; of Falling Sick- 


* neſs, Rheumatiſms, Loſs of Sight of ma- 


ny Years Continuance, Fainting Fits,” and 
a Variety of other Diſorders, removed by Pray- 
ers before certain Inages of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin; and therefore, as they ſay, done by 
them. The Truth of theſe miraculous Cures . 
is largely atteſted by no leſs Perſons than Bi- 
ſhops, Chancellors of France, 'and Men of 
the greateſt Honour and Dignity in that King- 
dom; and believed by them. Whence now 


is it, that no Proteſtant gives his Aſſent to 


theſe ſo well atteſted Stories? Or whence is 


it, that thoſe who do believe them, (what- 


ever the Ground or Reaſon of their Belief is 
founded on) impute ſuch ſtrange Effects to 
an Image? They argue now, juſt in the ſame 
manner as thoſe of old did, who finding, up- 

RE” on 
Ser L'Hiſtoire de notre Dame du Paix. 
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on much digging, and removing of Rubbiſh, 
about the Place where our Saviour was ſaid 
to be crucified, Three Croſſes, which had lain 
buried there near Three hundred Years, and 
were not decayed ; and not being able to tell, 
which was That on which Chriſt died, they 
preſently diſcovered it by its imagined Virtue; 
for k when they laid a dead Carkaſs, firſt 
* on one of them, and then on the other, 
% Death deſpiſed the Power of the Thieves 
Croſſes; but as ſoon as it was applied to 
our Lord's Croſs, a Reſurrection inſtantly 
enſued, and the Body revived, and ſtood 
_ upright ; thoſe that were living Spectators 
* trembling” at what happened. Such Facts 
as Theſe ſhould be allowed to be examined by 
Enemies, as well as Friends, and by that 
means freed from Doubt; for the mere At- 
teſtations of intereſted Parties are not ſuffici- 
ent to remove Suſpicions, or to gain Credit 
to what is improbable in the nature of the 
thing. 3 „ 
= "0p already taken notice of that peculiar 
Property of This Croſs, that ** tho! it be cut 
* often, and Pieces of it taken away by great 
Numbers of People, yet it grows again, 
| un 


* Nec mora, verbum factum, cadaver illatum eſt, depo- 
nitur, jacenti una de Crucibus admovetur, & altera: ſed re- 
orum ligna mors ſprevit. Poſtremo, Dominicam Crucem 
prodit Reſurrectio, & ad ſalutaris ligni tactum morte profu- 
ga funus excuſſum, & corpus erectum eſt, tremefactiſque vi- 
ventibus ſtetit corpus. — Ita ut crucem Chriſti decult, experi- 


mento reſurrectionis inventa & probata Crux Chriſti eſt. Pa 
lin. Epiſt. xi. ad Severum. 
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and is the ſame M hole, as if it had never 
been touched.“ We ſhould not endea- 
your to aſſign a Cauſe of this remarkable Ef- 
fect, before we are ſure of the Fact. And fo 
it is in relation to the Cures, which are ſo 
{ſtrongly atteſted by zealous Catholics; the 
Facts themſelves are to be aſcertained, before 
we enquire who, or what, was the Cauſe of 
them. There is ſomething in all theſe Caſes, 
which makes one doubt, and ſuiſpect, and im- 
pute to Credulity, or Intereſt, or private Views, 
what is ſo extraordinary and uncommon. 
They, who contend for them, urge in their 
behalf, not only the Credibility of Witneſſes, 
but that they are not unlike the Miracles re- 
corded in Scripture, which all Parties admit, 
That if any of Theſe, done before an Image 
of the Virgin, or at the Tomb of any Saint, 
are not zn/tantaneous Cares, but took up ſome _ 
time to accompliſh them; ſo did ſeveral of 
thoſe that are related in the ſacred Writings : 
That the fame Power, which formerly 
wrought Miracles, ſtill ſubſiſts, and ever will 
ſubſiſt: That the Power actually exerted by 
an mage, or a Piece of Linnen, or a Bone, is 
the Power of God exerted in what Manner, 
and by the Inſtrumentality of-what Perſon or 
Thing, (how deſpicable or mean ſoever it 
may ſeem to them, who do not believe) he 
thinks fit to make uſe of: That theſe Facts 
are ſo fully atteſted, that a Man muſt be an 
abſolute Sceptic to deny, or doubt of their 
| H 2 „ 


4. 
Truth. And, laſtly, That the Scripture Mi- 
racles muſt be denied, if we refuſe Aﬀent to 


dences. 


thing /ike it told by even Heathen Writers, as 
well as Popiſh ones: And there have been 
Men of true and ſolid Learning, heartily diſ- 
poſed to do Credit to the Scriptures, who have 
made Collections of miraculous Facts; and 
have even run the Parallel betwixt the Sacred 
and Profane Authors, in order to explain them, 
or to ſhew their Conſent, They had it in 
their Views to prove, that the extraordinary 
Facts mentioned in the Scriptures, were not 
more incredible than thoſe aſſerted by profane 


find eaſy Admiſſion with Infidels, as well as 
the Other. For why is not a Miracle record- 


ed by a Jeu, as credible as one recorded by a 
Heathen ? 


be ſerved by it; and tho? the modern Miracles 
may be like the ſcriptural ones in many Cir- 
cumſtances; yet That is by no means an Evi- 
dence of Truth. For Forgeries muſt be like 
Originals, or elſe they could never paſs in the 
World. The material Point is, 1ſt, What 
Weight ought to be allowed to Teſtimony in 
Caſes of miraculous Reports? And, ar 

en 
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It is true, that there is ſcarce any Miracle 
recorded in Scripture, which has not ſome- 


But though this may be ſufficient in certain 
Caſes, and the End of ſome Arguments may 


what is ſo amply atrefted by the beſt of Evi- 


Authors; and therefore, that the One ſhould 
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When Miracles are related by different Wri- 
ters, e. g. by Sulpitius Severus, and by a Sa- 
cred Writer; why is the one defended, at the 
ſame time that the other is rejected? Why 
ſhould not Both be condemned as fictitious, or 
Both be admitted as True Facts, ſince Both 
depend upon Evidence to us, at this Diſtance, 
well vouched by the beſt Human Authority ? 
Accordingly the Papiſts plead the Force of 
Human cor" and the nature of Eye- 
ſight Witneſſes, for the Miracles they relate, 
And indeed fo do the People of the Fzfth, and 
thoſe of the Sixth Century; and all that have 
lived from thoſe Days to the preſent Times 
have produced Vouchers, who would in ord:- 
nary Caſes be deemed good Evidence. Why 
then is their Teſtimony, in Caſes of Miracles, 
rejected without much Heſitation? Or will it 
not follow, that the Miracles, recorded in the 
Sacred Books, ought to be rejected as much, 
as other Miracles ſaid to be worked by one 
body or other, fince they depend upon the 
Authority of Eye-fght Witneſſes? 
This is not the Place to enter into this 
Point: And whether it be true, that the Mi- 
racles of the Goſpel ſtand only upon the ſame 
Foundation that other Miracles do, will be 
mern 88 5 
There is another Caſe, which muſt not be 
paſſed over in ſilence. We may eaſily ſup- 
poſe it poſſible to have a Difference in the 
Narration of the ſame Fact: That One may 
relate it ſo, as to make it all miraculous; and 
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Another may ſpeak of it in ſuch a manner, as 


not to imply any Miracle at all. Which Ac- 


count then ought we to give the Preference 


to? Or what are we believe ? Or how are we 


to aſſent ? E. g. The Emperor Juſtinian tells 


us, | © That he himſelf /aw very venerable 
Men, who, having had their Tongues cut 
«« out by the Roots, /poke in a miſerable man- 
e ner What they had ſuffered,” Vidlor Vi- 
tenſis, relating the ſame Fact, tells us, m. They 


© ſpoke juſt as well as they ſpoke before” 


this Accident happened to them. And Pro- 
copius aſſures us, that theſe Confeſſors were 


in Being at Conſtantinople in his Time, (that 


is, between 40 and 50 Years after they endu- 
red what they underwent) and 8-pwrzo @xpy- 
ort TH wry, had © an articulate diſtinci Voice, 
* nor felt any harm from this Affliction :” 
s“ Crus, TaiTy; Oh Tis AH h,, EM 
evi. Procap. lib. 1. cap. 8. And ſo 
Victor obſerves of ſome other great Sufferers 
in Africa, that * ©© they had no Scars or 
* Brutiſes appearing in them, tho' they were 
ce burnt with red bot Irons, tore with Hooks, 


* and racked.” The Emperor is certainly a 


good Voucher for the miſerable Manner in 


which thoſe unhappy People ſpoke, But as 


he 


I YVidimus venerabiles viros, qui, abſciſſis radicitus linguis, 


pœnas ſuas mi/erabiliter loquebantur. Cod. I. 1. Tit. 27. 


= Ita locuti ſunt & loquuntur, quomodo ante loqueban- 


tur. Pia, Vitenſis, I. iii. 


n Nulli livores, nulla pœnarum veſtigia in eis penitus vi- 
debantur—laminis ignitis aduſti - ungulis exarati — cruciatibus 
torti. Victor. ibid. 
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he does not mention the Articulateneſs of 
their ſpeaking, he ſeems to be a much more 
credible Witneſs, than thoſe who tell us of 
the Diftrn&neſs of the Speech of theſe Confeſ- 
ſors. For that was ſuch a Circumſtance, that 
he could not but have taken notice of it, had 
he ſeen or heard ſuch Objects ſpeaking in ſuch 
a manner. When therefore we are ſent from 
Africa o to Conſtantinople, as we are by Victor 
Vitenſis, for the Truth of this miraculous 


ſpeaking; and we find the Emperor atteſting 


upon his Eye-fiobt, that theſe Confeſſors only 
ſpoke miſerably, or in a miſerable manner; it is 
more probable that is Teſtimony is true, 
than 1s that of others, who ſay that they ſpoke 
articulately, For in two different Relations 
of the ſame Fact, Probability will always be 
on the Side of Reaſon and Experience, rather 
than on the fide of Miracle, . 
am not inſenſible, that to reconcile the 
Emperor and others, ſome are willing to 
change the word miſerabiliter into mirabili- 
ter: and then indeed Fuſtinian and Procopi- 
us, Sc. will perfectly agree. But in all the 
Editions J have ſeen of the Code, (except that 
of Rufardus) the conſtant Reading is, miſe- 
raviliter; and whence Rufſardus had the 
other Word, or whether it was his own Cor- 
rection put by him into the Margin, I know 
”— 


Sed ſiquis incredulus eſſe voluerit, pergat nunc Conſtan- 
un0polim, & ibi reperiet unum de illis, ſubdiaconum Repa- 
ratum, /ermones politos fine ulia offerfrone loquentem. 


B its, 
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not. It is certain, that Gothofred takes no 
notice of any ſuch various Reading. But to 
return. 

I grant, that Human Authority is, in ſome 
Caſes, deemed of that Validity, as to be in- 
diſputable. And as ſuch, Calculations have 
been made, and its Credibility computed; and 
moral Certainty, as well when at-its Heighth, 
as when incomplete, hath been reduced to 
Numbers. It muſt be owned to have been 
ingenious and amuſing enough to make ſuch 
Calculations ; and if one takes for granted the 
Data, upon which the Computation is found- 
ed, there is a ſort of Proportion, which can- 
not be denied. But the Evil is, that a Man 
is never the more knowing in the real Nature 
of Human Teſtimony by ſuch Computations, 
whatever he may be in Numbers; becauſe, if 
the degrees of Probability are either not known, 
or are equal to nothing, or are not in the Pro- 
portions given ; all Reaſoning grounded upon 
uncertain Principles muſt be of no uſe, and 
muſt leave a Man in as great Uncertainty as 
ever. Now I apprehend, that it is not in any 
one's Power ſo with Certainty to fix Human 
Teſtimony, as to be ſure of its Equality to a 
given Number, or to make the one exactly 
equal to the other. And in courſe you can- 
not tell the exact Proportions of Co- atteſtati- 
ons, unleſs you previouſly ſuppoſe, what may, 
or may not be true, the exact Ratio of Teſti- 


mony to Number. But let us ſuppoſe, __ 
this 
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(.87 ) 
this may be-done in common Caſes; yet what 
is the Ratio to a fixed Number, when Cal- 
culations are applied to what is incredible, or 
at beſt improbable, as not founded on any Ex- 
rince? Should one inſtance in Procopius, 
who tells us, That the Men, whoſe Tongues 
were cut out by the Roots in Hunneric's 
Reign, ſpoke diſtinctly and articulately — 
What is His Teſtimony to be reckoned as 
equal to? Is it to the Number One, or +, or , 
or to any Number bigger or leſſer than what 
] have named ? All Miracles are Acts of ex- 
traordinary Power; and every Man that re- 
lates them, relates what not one Man in ma- 
ny Millions ever -/aw; and what has never 
happened, ſo far as appears, in many hun- 
dreds of Years: And when, I ſay, not one 
Man in many Millions, I might have ſaid, a 
great many more, and have been within the 
Truth, The Rarity of all ſuch Events has 
been, or eafily may be, the reaſon of coun- 
terfeiting, impoſing, cheating, deluding. Now, 
what Computation of Teſtimony is applicable, 
or poſſible in ſuch Cafes? Or can any one 
 luppoſe ſuch very precarious Probability equal 
to a certain fixt Number? Or if Men will 
ſuppoſe it, will any practical Knowledge ariſe 
from it? Certainly, none. | 
Let us now admit, that the Pop:/b Miracles 
are ſimilar in many Inſtances to thoſe of the 
Scriptures ; that a great many too of the Hea- 
then Wonders are like, and may be compared 
I with 


C's: 
with thofe recorded in the Bible ſtill, I fay, 
the Grounds, upon which they ſtand, are not 
the fame. Human Teſtimony itſelf, when 
it concerns common ord:nery Caſes, and when 
it relates to miraculons ones, is not equally 
readily admitted as Truth, Every one fecls a 
difference, when an Author gives an Account 
of a common Hiſtorical Fact, and when he 
tells us, that a Cow Ae and ye” L N | 
bewore of thyſelf. 
What that Difference i is, may cn: plain 
enough from what has Cota ſaid. Only it 
may be proper to obſerve, that even extrasr- 
amary Events, brought: about by Providence 
in an ordinary Way, are not liable to Doubts 
and Syfp:c:oms, as thoſe Acts are, that are a- 
bove the Power of ordinary Human Agency. 
That a King ſhould go on and conquer, and 
over-run almoſt the known World, as Alex- 
ander did, is a furprifing Event, and what has 
not happened perhaps above. Once in Two 
Thoufand Years. And yet, becauſe: we can 
eafily conceive how this might happen, no 
one the 0 of the Fact, or of the Veracity of 
the Hiſtorians who relate it. 80 that the 
mere Unuſualneſi of a Fact, if it be agreeable 
to the Laws of Nature; and what we con- 
ceive poſſible, is no Objection to its Truth, or 
to the Credibility of the Relators. But if it 
be a thing preternatural, and what we know 
to be ad the Power -of Man LR wy 


# Roms, cave tibi. Link. . 
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( 59 ) 
then have a Right not to truft to bare common 
Evidence, but may require FROGS more 
to render it credible, 

Thus have I confidered the Firſt Point 
212. What are the Grounds upon which the 
Credibility of Miracles, in general, is found- 
ed: nn ſhewn, that Human Teſtimo- 
ay, how r ſoever it is valued in common. 
Caſes, has not an equal deference paid to it 
in miraculas ones. What then, you will 
tay, mult become of the Miracles of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles? Or have we any thing 
more or better, than the Teſtimonies of Eye- 
witneſſes for "Them? Or, what are the 
Grounds which render Them credible > This 
is the Subject of the next u and de- 
ſerves a {hen Attention. 


F 
Upon what Grounds the Miracles of the G toe 
in particular are cred: ble ? 


1 appears, by what has been ſaid, that in 
order to * the Evidence for any Fact 
in general credible, there muſt not only be the 
Relator worthy of Credit, but the Thing, that 
he relates, muſt be credible, If a Perſon be a 
Man of the greateſt Abilities, and of Integrity 
indiſputable ; yet if the T; hing reported be in 
12 its 
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( 60 ) 
its own nature incredible, either becauſe it is 
impoſſible in itſelf, or becauſe it is confirmed 
by no Experience of our own, or of that of 
others; it is in courſe either liable to be 
ſuſpected, or perhaps to be entirely rejected. | 
Upon what Foundation then does the Credit 
9 Saviaur's Miracles ſtand; ſince They | 
are improbable in their own Nature, as be- 
ing Facts beyond the Power of any Mortal to 
do, and are ſimilar to nothing that our com- 
mon Experience teaches us? This was the 
Subject, which I principally had in View. 
The Works, which our Saviour did, were 
ſuch, as he himſelf appeals to, as bearing Wit. 
neſs of him. It was very uſual with him, on 
proper Occaſions, to exert a Pawer, which 
no Man elſe, except ſuch as he, directly or 
indirectly, gave that particular Power to, 
could exert. He healed the Sick, and gave 
Sight to the Blind, and Strength to the Lame, 
and cured all Sorts of Infirmities and Diſor- 
ders by a Word, by a Touch, by Means that 
had no appearing Relation to the End; and 
he never failed of the Succeſs he propoſcd. 
Nor was it only the Sick and the Lame that 
were cured by him, in ſuch an extraordinary 
manner ; but he exerted the like Power on 
all Occaſions, on every Subject, whenever or 
where-ever it 6 ab, him to manifeſt it. 
Nor was it confined to miſerable Objects alone, 
but the Winds and the Waters, the Dead, as 
well as the Living, obeyed his Voice. Ot 
: theſe, 
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theſe, and ſuch like miraculous Inſtances, are 
the Four Goſpels full. 


That the Works of our Saviour were real 


miraculons Operations is evident. For tho 
there are ſuch things as lucky Incidents in 
Life, which no Man can account for; tho' it 
may happen, that Events may fall out juſt as 
a Word: is ſpoken ; or that Storms may ceaſe, 
or that a fick Man may grow well, or at leaſt 
better, ſuddenly ; ; and Gat a Recovery may 


be no more owing to the Word ſpoken, than 


to the ſtriking of a Clock at that Inſtant when 
the Word was ſpoken: Tho' ſurpriſing things 
| have been accompliſhed by what is beyond 


our Hopes, or Conceptions, and therefore is 


—_ called Chance: And, laſtly, tho' it 
s poſſible to work upon the Imagination a 


for of Enthuſiaſm, which may produce 


tirange Effects: Yet no Chance, no Imagina- 


tion, no lucky Coincidence of any kind, ever 


brought a'Dead Man to Life, tho' they may 
have produced the contrary Effects, and have 
ſtruck a Living Man with Death: And much 
leſs could Theſe, or any of them, make a 
Dead Man revive juſt at a given Time, or fill 
Thouſands of People that were hungry, and 


make the Fragments, that were left, to be 
more than the Loaves and Fiſhes they firſt fat 


down to. 


Every Effect muſt have a ſufficient Cauſe; 


and where-ever any thing is done above the 


natural Powers of any. Efficient, we muſt re- 
= Cur 
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cur to a ſupernatural Efficiency, We know 
it not to be in the Power of Man to walk on 
180 Surface of the Water without ſinking; or 
ſhould he bid another walk on the Water, he 
could not by a Word. ſecure him from Ank⸗ 
ing. We know it not to be in human Pow. 
er to raiſe a Dead Man to Life, or to cure a 
Sick Man at a diſtance, by only ſaying that 
q He liveth, We muſt therefore recur to 
ſame Cauſe, that is equal to ſuch Effects; ot 
to ſome Power ſuperior to That of Man, 
which is able to produce ſuch Works. Now 
ſince ſuch Facts are faid to be done by our Sa- 
viour, and Others empowered by Him, this 
Power mult be derived from ſome Being ſu- 
perior to Man. 
But before 1 proceed to thew, that the Mi- 
 racles of the Opel are credible in thermſelves, 
it will be proper to enquire, what Evidence 
they afford the Trutb of our Saviour be- 
ing 1 Chriſt. And the Reaſon of this is, 
T = Miracles, conſidered as ſuch, are no 
Proof of any thing, but of extraordinary 
Power or = the Perſon, who does them, 
is aſſiſted by ſome Being ſuperior to Man. 
But Power does not imply Truth; nor does if 
follow, that he who can exert the greateſt 
Strength, will therefore exert the greateſt 
Veracity. How therefore does that — 
which our Saviour ſays of n Ti 9 _ 


q * iv. 51. 
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Works that I do, BEAR WITATSSU of m me, 

that the Father hath ſent me? 

To thew this Conſequence, I muſt obſerve, 
that the Caſe of our Saviour was the Caſe of 
one foretold, and in a very temarkable Man- 
ner deſcribed, and of whom many Particu- 
lars had been mentioned in the Prophets, 
from the Days of Moſes to thoſe of Mach, 
All theſe wete to agree in the Perſon of The 
Chriſt; and were as Teſts, by which he 
might be known with Certainty whenever he 

| ſhould appear. They were the Criteria by 
which he might be known; and without 
which no one could aſſume that Title. There 

was then to be a Concurrence of ALI. theſe 
in any Perſon, who ſhould claim to be The 
Chriſt; and ſuch Concurrence would mani- 
feſt him to be what he pretended to be. But 
as a Part only of them were fulfilled in our 
Saviour during his Life, and fore were to be 
fulfilled in his Death, and ſeveral more after 
his Death, and his Death being that neceſſa- 
ry Link in the Chain by which all was held 
together ; — hence it was that He appealed to 
his Works, in Evidence that his Father had 
ſent him : And hence it was, that after his 
Reſurrection he ſaid to his Diſciples — © fools 
and flow of heart to believe all that the Pro- 
pets have ſpoken. Ought not Chrift to have 
ſuffered 256% things, and to enter into his Gig 
ry? Luke xxiv. 25, 26. Acts xvii. 3. xxvi. 
23. As if he had ſaid Was not Death and 


Suffer- 
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Sufferings the only Means, by which all that 
is ſaid in the Prophets is to be reconciled, and 
made conſiſtent ? Can all the Characters of 
the Mefliah be made to agree to any One 

Perſon, ' unleſs he goes thro Death, as I have 
done ? Accordingly our Saviour opened their 
Underſtanding, that they might underfland the 
Scriptures; and ſaid unto them, Thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved The Chriſt 7 
ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the Third day. 
Luke xxiv. 36. Vid. Acts, Cc. Some Marks 
then of the Meſſiah were fulfilled in him; 
ſuch were the Time of his Coming, whilſt the 
Tribe of Fudah continued, his Deſcent of the 
Tribe of Fudah, the Expiration of Daniels 

Weeks, his being of the Houſe of David, his 
being a Man of Sorrows, &c. But the ful- 
filling of /ome of the Characters only not be- 
ing a full Proof of his being what he pretend. 
ed to be, what could an honeſt, fair Ex- 
pectant do in the midſt of ſo much Uncer- 

tainty ? How could he actually aſſent to the 
Truth of Tefus's being the Chriſt, when ſe- 
veral Marks of The Chriſt were not accom- 
pliſhed in Him? CORY 

Our Saviour plainly ſaw this Difficulty ; 
and knew that there might be Objections rai- 
ſed againſt him, as not having at that time 
ſeveral of the Predictions concerning the Me/- 
, fab verified in him, He was not yet, whilſt 
he was preaching the Kingdom of God, cut 


off, nor even brought as a Lamb to the Slaug- 
ter, 
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ter. Much leſs did he appear in that Cha- 
racer of fitfihg upon the Throne of David, and 
upon his Kingdom to order it, and to eftabliſh 


if, with Fudgment and Fuſtice. The Govern- 


ment 4was not upon his Shoulder, nor did he ap- | | 
| pear as reigning over the Houſe of Jacob for | | 


ever, or as having a. Kingdom, of which there 
was to he no End. There were many other 
particular Propheſies unaccomplithed, - and 
eſpecially what related to the Call and coming 
in of the Gentiles ; the caſting off of the Fews, 
and the Deſtruction of their State, And 
therefore our Lord juſtly ſaid, M hoſoever ſhall 
12 a word againſt the Son of Man, it ball 
e forgiven him; but unto him that blaſphemeth — 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be for | 
given. Luke xii. 10. There would, when 
the Holy Ghoſt was given, appear fo many 
Marks of- the Meffiah accompliſhed, and the 
Key, which would open all the ſeeming In- | 
conſiſtences of the Meſſiab's Character, would 
then be ſo plain, that it would be no longer | 
cxcufable to ſpeak againſt the Perfon of our 
Lord; but it muſt be Perverſeneſs, and af- 
tected Obſtinacy, or Ignorance, not to come 
into a Belief of his being The Chriſt. 
Let us now ſuppoſe -a Perſon to be deſcri- 
bed under Twenty Marks or Characters, which 
9 concurring in any one Man, would make 
him known with the utmoſt Certainty. Sup- 
Poſe too, that when He is firſt ſeen, he an- 
_ twers not to above Ten or a Dozen of them; 
; = and 
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and that in Time he poſſibly may anſwer to 
the reſt. During this Appearance, he de- 
clares himſelf to be the Perſon deſcribed, and 
exerts very frequently a ſupernatural Power 
in Vindication of his Claim; and likewiſe 
tells, (tho' not openly, that all might under- 
ſtand him, but) privately to his Followers, 
how the Characters, not at preſent viſible in 
him, would be apparent to all. — Do not the 
miraculous Works done by ſuch a Perſon 
bear Witneſs to him ? Or what Evidence can 
be ſtronger for the Truth of his Aſſertion, than 
That which he thus produced? Or ay, that 
Ten or Twelve Men, to whom the Mean- 
ing of the Scriptures had been explained, and 
the Conſiſtency of many 1 (plainly 
contrariant to one another, if not ſeemingly 
contradictory) had been made a pparent. 
If ſuch a Number of Men, thus inſtructed, 
were to work frequent Miracles, in proof that 
the Perſon deſcribed by ſo many Marks was 
actually come; and were to ſhew, that all of 
them did in fact agree to Him, and that his 
Death and Reſurrection was the very Means 
by which all that was ſaid in the Law and 
the Prophets might be reconciled - Would 
not ſuch Miracles be Evidences of the Truth 
of ſuch Teſtimony ? 

Be it ſo then, that Miracles, in general, 
are no Arguments of any thing but Power ; 
yet when any particular Miracle is applied in 
Atteſtation of a Perſon, to whom many Cha- 

I racters 
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rafters belonged, and in whom ſome were al- 
ready fulfilled, and others would in due courſe 
of Time be fulfilled; the Miracle proves the 
Atteſtation of ſome Being, ſuperior to Man, 

to the Truth of the thing aſſerted. The mi- 
raculous Interpoſition has the additional Force 
of Supernatural Authority recommending and 
preſſing the verbal Teſtimony of him, who 
does the Miracle. Or 5 the Revela- 
tion to be of ſome future Event, or of any 


Fact not diſcoverable by any human Means, 
the Probability of its Truth riſes proportiona- 


bly to the ſuppoſed Knowledge of the Re- 
vealer, manifeſting himſelf by ſuch external 


Sign. For it ſeems natural to conclude, that 
Beings ſuperior to Man have greater and more 


extenſive Views, and more enlarged Capaci- 
ties; and may ſhe much further into Futuri- 
ty, and in courſe may know more than we 


do: And if they prove by extraordinary Evi- 


dence, that they are preſent to, and c9-operate 
with any Man, the Probability will always 
be, that Ks declare the Truth. 
Apply hi 

Chriſt, which carried plain and evident Marks 


of a Supernatural Power. They were Argu- 


ments to prove, that He was The Chr:/t, tho 


He had not yet fulfilled all that the Prophets 


had ſaid about him: and They were Proofs 
that his Father had ſent him. Under theſe 
Circumſtances, He delivered a Doctrine tend- 
ing to improve Mankind in Virtue and Good- 


s Reaſoning to the Works of 
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neſs; and he diſcovered man things i in- rela. 
tion to God's Schemes. of. overning the 
World; his Judging Mankind, and his ha- 
ving all Power committed to him, and his ha- 
wing made all things ; and many other Points, 
which no Powers of Reaſon "oo poſſibly 
diſcover. It is certain, that the Doctrines he 
taught were worthy of all Acceptation; fit to 
be practiſed ; enlightening the Mind; bring- 
ing the moſt important Notions to the Light; 
aſſerting the firſt Principles of all Religion; 
and ſhewing a conſiſtent Scene of Providence 
thro' this Life to another in Eternity, No 
the Miracles were done to prove himſelf The 
 Meffiah; and the Prophets had declared, that 
God would put his Words into his Meuth, ond 
that He fhould fbeak unto [his Brethren] all 
that God ſhould command him. And it fhall 
4 | come to paſs, that whoſoever will, not hearken 
= unto my Words, which be ſhall ſpeak in my 
Name, I will require it of bim. Deut. xvili. 
18, 19. Conſider then the Doctrines of our 
| Saviour, and it is juſt matter of Praiſe, and 
Admiration, and Thankfulneſs, that the Great 
God and Father of all Ihould condeſcend to 
impart this Knowledge of his Ways to Man- 
kind, in order to lead them to Futurity, and 
to inform them how they might be happy ; 
and ſhould previouſly lay an Obligation on 
them to hearhen to Him whom. He ſhould 
ſend, and prove to be The Chriſt. 
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Hitherto J have taken it for granted, that 
the Miracles, ſaid to be done by our Saviour, 
were really done as they are related. But are 
They not as incredible in tbemſelves, as any 
other Miracles related in Hiſtory ? Or why 
ſhould any one give Credit to Theſe, more 
than to any of Thoſe, which are mentioned 
as done by Heathen Writers ? Or are they not 
juſtly liable to the fame Exceptions, as the 
Fictions pretended to be done by Apollonius, 
or the Fables of the Popiſb Legends? We 

ſay, and it is true, that human Authority has 
its proper Weight; but then it is liable to 
Miſtakes and Miſrepreſentations, to Ambi- 
guities, and to all the Infirmities of our Con- 
{titutions ; and the Water is not the clearer, 
but, on the contrary, the more foul, the fur- 
ther it goes from the Fountain-head. And 
when Miracles are the Subjects of any Au- 
thority, there is always ſomething unuſual, 
ſomething beyand the Power of Man, related ; 
and conſequently ſuch extraordinary Facts al- 
ways create Suſpicions, and Jealouſies, and 
Doubts, which are not eafily removed. The 
Miracles atteſted by the Beſt Heathen Wri- 
ters are not much credited by any body; nay, 
they are generally rejected as falſe: And none 
of the Popz/b ones are admitted as real, ex- 
cept by thoſe, whom Intereſt, or Party, has 
made over credulous, or blind. It muſt be 
added, that. there are Hundreds of Miracles 
related, and moſt ſolemnly atteſted : Appeals 


are 
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are made to Heaven for the Truth of the 
Facts; and the Men that do them, as well as 
the Relators of them, are faid to be Holy, 
Juſt, Good, Exemplary in their Lives, and 
_ zealous for the Glory of God. And yet the 
Things done are ſach, that no one can pay 
any Credit to them. They ſeem to be rather 
the frantic Follies of Madmen, in many In- 
ſtances, than the Actions of any ſerious rea- 
ſonable Creatures: And yet they come fo 
much recommended, and fo well atteſted, 
that their Truth (if Authority or Teſtimony, 
in ſuch Caſes, is to be regarded) can ſcarce 
be queſtioned. Muſt theſe then be all ad- 
mitted, becauſe they are well vouched? Or 
muſt they be all rejected, becauſe they are 
incredible in themſelves, notwithſtanding they 
are well atteſted, and have the ſolemneſt Ap- 
peals to God in behalf of their Truth? Or is 
there any Medium, by which we may diſtin- 
guiſh between ſuch as ought to be received, 
and ſuch as ought to be rejected? 
In Anſwer to this I muſt obſerve, 

1. As Miracles may poſſibly be done by the 
Interpoſition of ſome Being ſuperior to Man, 
ſo it muſt be owned, that They may be faith- 
fully related, exactly as the Event was: And 
whenever they are faithfully related, they 
become as much the proper Objects of Belief, 
as any other hiſtorical Facts whatever. The 
Power of our Saviour, or of his Apoſtles, in 
virtue of ſupernatural Aſſiſtances, to on 4 

ich, 


Sick, or a Lame Man, or to ratie a Dead 
one, implies no Contradiction, nor is it an 
;mpoſlible Conception ; and therefore ſuch a 
Power may une be exerted: And the 


Teſtimony of an Eye-witneſs may be faith- 
fully ſet down in Words; and what convinc'd 


a Spectator of the Truth of any extraordina- 
ry Fact, may be worthy of Credit. Suppoſe 
then the Relator to be no ways credulous ; to 
be faithful; to be a Man of Judgment and 
Integrity; to be not weak and ſuperſtitious ; 
not to have any other Intereſt to ſerve, but 
that of Right and Truth — Such Teſtimony 
may be credible in matter of Miracle, as well 
35 in common Caſes, For Miracles, how 
much ſoever above the Power of Man, are 
not above the Powers of Beings ſuperior to 
Man; and therefore may be done by ſuch In- 
terpolition. 

Be a Thing ever ſo ſurprizing, or unac- 
countable; yet if it be ſeen done, and the Per- 
ſon that ſees it, is able and honeſt, „it will na- 
turally have great Weight; and Circumſtan- 
ces may be ſuch, as to counterbalance the I- 
eredibility of the Thing. But then, if the. 
Incredibility of the Thing can be any ways re- 
moved, then the Credibility of the Perſon 
may be ſuch, as to make his Relation of any 
Fact credible, : 

Let us ſuppoſe the Miracles of our Saviour 
to be Facts, as incredible in themſelves, as 


other Miracles are; yet if ſuch Circumſtances 
e 


s 
55 
2. 


can be ſhewn in favour of his Miracles, as 
will ſhew a Credibility of a ſupernatural In- 
terpofition, in order to produce them; then 
the Credibility of the Perſon's relating them 
will give them actual Credit. Now, that 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles were under the 
Influence of a Supernatural — will ap- 

ar hereafter, Here I am only to ſhew the 
Credibility of the Perſons, who have given 
us the Hiſtory of his miraculous Actions. 
St. 2. gives us an Account of not only what 
he had heard, but of that which he had ſeen 
with his Eyes, which he had looked upon, and 
his Hands had handled of the Word of Life. 
1 Ep. i. 1, St. Matthew was called to be an 
immediate Follower of Chriſt, and he aroſe, 
and followed him. Matth. ix. 9. He has 
mentioned a great many Inſtances of Miracles 
done by Chriſt, and ſome of that fort, that 
great Numbers of Witneſſes could with eaſe 
have contradicted him, had he publiſhed any 
notorious Falſhood. Thus when our Lord 
filled Five thouſand Men, beſides Women and 
Children, with Five Loaves and Two Fiſhes, 
and they did all eat, and were filled, and they 
took up the Fragments that remained, twelve 
Baſkets full. Matt. xiv. 19—21. John vi. 
9-13. Or when, at another time, he 709% 
Seven Loaves, and a few little Fiſhes, and 
ave thanks, and brake them, and gave to bis 
Diſciples, and his Diſciples to the Multitude, 
and Four thouſand Men, befdes Women and 
8 een, 


a 

3 did all eat, and were filled. Matth. 

v. 36-38. — Not only the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, but great Numbers were Eye-witne/- 
ſes, and muſt be ſure of a Fact done in their 
Sight, and of which every particular Perſon 
there preſent received an immediate Advan- 
tage. The manner How this ſtrange Increaſe 
was made is not here the Point ; but it is the 
Fact that Eye-witneſſes were capable of at- 
teſting; and if ſuch Fa& was done, theſe 
Perſons were capable of declaring what they 
ſaw and felt. 
And ſo it is in all the Inſtances, or almoſt 
all, that are recorded in the New Teſtament. 
They were ſuch as were done openly ; and 
the Appeal lay to every one's Senſes, If our 
Saviour ſpake the Word only, and the Centu- 
rion's Servant was healed, at a diſtance, know- 
ing nothing of what our Lord did, or would 
do; Matth. viii, 8. if a Leper came and faid 
— if” thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
clean ; and Jeſus put farth his hand, and touch- 
ed him, ſaying, I will, Be thou clean ; and 
unmediately his Leproſy was cleanſed ; Did. 
ver. I. if he caſt out Spirits with his Word, 
and healed all that were jick ; if no Diſtemper 
was ſo violent, but he could cure it with a 
Wird ; if Life itſelf was reſtored when loſt, 
by a Touch, by a Command —Every body that 
ſaro what was done was a proper Witneſs, and 


could atteſt the Truth of what his Senſes 
taught him. 
I. Hee 
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Here then the Objection, if any, muſt lie, 
not againſt the W:tnefſes, who are Perſons of 
Credit, who /aw and examined what they re- 
ported, and were not impoſed on; but it muſt 
be againſt the Miracle ittelf, as a thing incre- 
dible in its own Nature. For the Hiſtorians 
themſelves have all thoſe Qualities, which are 
requiſite to make them believed, Faithfulneſs, 
Abilities, Reſolution to ſpeak the Truth, and 
a Deteſtation of Falſhood, and were Eye- 
witneſſes of what they relate. If indeed the 
Miracles related are ridiculous themſelves, or 
have no End, or a bad one, they may juſtly 
be rejected, let the Hiſtorian be otherwiſe ever 
ſo able and judicious; becauſe in fuch Caſes 
no Arguments can be brought, which will re- 
move the Difficulty ariſing from the Vicredi- 
bility of the thing itſelf. 
2. It muſt be owned, that God may at 

any Time, or in any Place, interpoſe; and, if 
he thinks fit, he may cure Diſeaſes, heal the 
Sick, or reſtore Eyes to the Blind, or Feet to 
the Lame, or relieve any diſtreſſed Perſon, 
and reſtore him to his Health, with or with- 
out any viſible Means: And ſuch Caſes as 
theſe may be faithfully related, and the Facts 
may claim Belief, if really done. But theſe 

Caſes being poſſible only, and not confirmed 
much by any Experience, other People have 
a Right to ſuſpect, or doubt of the Truth, 
how much ſoever the Party relieved may 
have reaſon to be thankful for the Benefit re- 


3 ceived. 


(75) 
ceived, If the Credibility of the Relator out- 
weighs the Improbability of ſuch extraordi- 
nary Interpoſition, the Fact will be admitted 
but if the Reverſe happens, it will be reject- 

ed. 
hut let a divine Interpoſition be admitted; 
artful or ignorant People may annex Conſe- 
guences, Which they imagine to follow from 
ſuch extraordinary Interpoſitions, which may 
lafely be denied, tho the Fact be acknow- 
ledged. A Papiſt, e. g. ſees a miraculous 
Cure performed among the People of his 
Communion : yet when he infers this Conſe- 
guence, — That therefore the Roman Catholic 
Church is the One true Church of Chriſt, and all 
who ſeparate themſelves from that Communion 
are guilty of Hereſy or Schiſin, or are in a dam- 
nable Error they conclude without any Pre- 
miſes. For God may cure as he thinks fit, 
and for Reaſons which he thinks fit; and if 
He does not declare the Reaſons of his Inter- 
poſition, it is very eaſy for us to miſtake 
them. Were he to declare, that his Inter- 
poſition was for ſuch a particular End; and a 
Man were convinced of the Truth of ſuch a 
Fact; that Inference would be little queſtion- 
cd. But if a Perſon be cured at the Shrine 
0: Tomb of any Saint, or before a Crucifix, 
or the Image of the Virgin Mary, or by the 
Touch of any Relique, neither the Saint, nor 
the Image, nor the Religue declare, that the 
Cure was effected by them: And if other 
L 2 People 
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(74) 
Here then the Objection, if any, muſt lie, 


not againſt the Witneſſes, who are Perſons. of 


Credit, who /aw and examined what they re- 
ported, and were not impoſed on; but it muſt 
be againſt the Miracle itſelf, as a thing incre- 
dible in its own Nature. For the Hiſtorians 
themſelves have all thoſe Qualities, which are 


_ requiſite to make them believed, Faithfulnefs, 


Abilities, Reſolution to ſpeak the Truth, and 
a Deteſtation of Falſhood, and were Eye- 
witneſſes of what they relate. If indeed the 


Miracles related are ridiculous themſelves, or 


have no End, or a bad one, they may juſtly 
be rejected, let the Hiſtorian be other wiſe ever 


ſo able and judicious; becauſe in ſuch Caſes 


no Arguments can be brought, which will re- 
move the Difficulty ariſing from the Vicredi- 


bility of the thing itſelf. 


2. It muſt be owned, that God may at 
any Time, or in any Place, interpoſe; and, if 
he thinks fit, he may cure Diſeaſes, heal the 
Sick, or reſtore Eyes to the Blind, or Feet to 
the Lame, or relieve any diſtreſſed Perſon, 
and reſtore him to his Health, with or with- 
out any viſible Means: And ſuch Cafes as 
theſe may. be faithfully related, and the Facts 
may claim Belief, if really done. Bat thete 
Caſes being poſſible only, and not confirmed 


much by any Experience, other People have 


a Right to ſuſpect, or doubt of the Truth, 


how much ſoever the Party relieved may 
have reaſon to be thankful for the Benefit re- 


I ceived, 


ere 
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ceived. If the Credibility of the Relator out- 
weighs the Improbability of ſuch extraordi- 
nary Interpoſition, the Fact will be admitted 
but if the Reverſe happens, it will be reject- 
el. . 1 55 
But let a divine Interpoſition be admitted; 
artful or ignorant People may annex Conſe. 
guences, which they imagine to follow from 
ſuch extraordinary Interpoſitions, which max 
ſafely be denied, tho' the Fact be acknow- 
ledged. A Papiſt, e. g. fees a miraculous 
Cure performed among the People of his 
Communion: yet when he infers this Con . 
ounce, — That therefore the Roman Catholic 
Church is the One true Church of Chriſt, and all 
who ſeparate themſelves from that Communion 
are guilty of Hereſy or Schiſin, or are in a dam 
nable Error they conclude without any Pre- 
miſes. For God may cure as he thinks fit, 
and for Reaſons which he thinks fit; and if 
He does not declare the Reaſons of his Inter- 
poſition, it is very eaſy for us to miſtake 
them. Were he to declare, that his Inter- 
poſition was for ſuch a particular End; and a 
Man were convinced of the Truth of ſuch a 
Fadi; that Inference would be little queſtion- 
cd. But if a Perſon be cured at the Shrine 
or Tomb of any Saint, or before a Crucifix, 
or the Image of the Virgin Mary, or by the 
Touch of any Relique, neither the Saint, nor 
the Image, nor the Relique declare, that the 
Cure was effected by them: And if other 
| oo People 


7 

People pretend to declare, by whom, or by 
what, the Cure is done, the Queſtion will 
be, How they come to know it, and How 
they came to know the Conſequence they 
draw ? Such Inferences are the Miſtakes, or 
the Deluſions of intereſted or artful People, 
who are ready to impoſe upon, and make a 
Gain of ignorant Devotees ; and by various 
Frauds and Lies to increaſe a Party, and pro- 
| mote a Faction in Religion. The Cure ma 

be as unqueſtionable, as they would repreſent 
it; yet when all is done in Silence, and no 
Declaration is made by Him or Her that is 
pretended to do the Miracle, nor no Sign is 
given one way or other, the Fact may be al- 
lowed if ſufficiently proved, at the fame time 
the particular Being that does the Fact may be 


as much wnknawn, as if it never had been 


done; and the End too for which it was done, 
(if it was any thing different from the mere 
Cure of the diſtreſſed Perſon) may be as un- 
known, as the Being that did it. * © He 
* mult be a Man of extraordinary Skill in- 
© deed, who underſtands what Silence means,” 
as Cicero on another Occaſion obſerves. 

3. The End of a Miracle may be good, i. e. 
it may be conceived to anſwer a good Purpoſe 
but yet this is not always ſufficient to make it 
credible. It is certainly true, that a viſible 
good End is a much more probable ou of 

| Beiict 


r Peritum autem eſſe neceſſe eſt eum, qui quid fit 8% 
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Belief that a Miracle was really done, than 
the Ends which the idle and romantic Wri- 
ters of Miracles uſually abound in. But even 
here it is hard for us to ſay, (if it be poſſible at 
all) to how many, or to what Degree, Good 
muſt be extended, in order to the Belief of a 
Miracle. Will a Good done to a jngle Per- 

| ſon, be ſufficient to make one give Credit to 
the Report? As Veſtal Virgin, accuſed of In- 
continency, to ſhew her Chaſtity, is enabled 
to carry Water in a Sieve: Another, to vin- 
dicate her Character, is empowered to draw a 
Ship againſt the Stream with only her Girdle. 
is the Vindication of Jnnocency in ſuch Per- 
ſons a ſufficient Good to authoriſe, or give 
Credit to ſuch miraculous Accounts? No; 
ſuch Miracles done among the Heathen are 


not 
* Extat Tuciæ Veſtalis inceſtæ precatio, qua uſa aquam 
tulit in Cribro, anno Urbis Romæ, 609. Plin. Nat. His. 
I. 31. c. 2. Dionyſius Halicarnaſſenſis's Account is more to 
our Point. He had been telling a Miracle done by Emilia 
upon her Prayer to Veſta; and then goes on, But there 
** was ſomething yet more wonderful, and more like to a 
Fable, which I am going to relate. They ſay, that ſome- 
body accuſed one of the Holy Virgins, Tucia by Name, 
not indeed with letting the Fire go out, but with other 
** probable Charges, tho' falſe. When the Virgin was or- 
** dered to make her Defence, ſhe only ſaid, that by her 
Yorks ſhe would wipe off the falſe Accuſation. As ſoon 
as ſhe had ſaid this, and had invoked the Goddeſs to be 
her Conductor, ſhe went to the Tiber, the Pontiff grant- 
ing her Leave, and the People following her thro' the 
City. When ſhe came near the River, the ventured up- 
on a bold Action, which is reckoned among the Principal 
of Impo/ſibilities. She took in an empty Sieve Water out 
of the River, and carried it as far as to the Forum, and 
; there poured it out at the Prieſt's Feet.“ Dionyſ. Halicar. 
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not credited. Is the granting Health to the 
Sick, and Strength to the Weak and Lame, 
or the Removal of ſome grievous Diſtemper, 
an End ſufficient to give Credit to a Miracle 
done for ſuch Purpoſes? We refuſe Aſſent to 
a thouſand Stories of this ſort, which Pop: 
Writers are conſtantly relating. How great 
then muſt the Good be, or how extenfroe, to 

make a Miracle be believed? But, 
4.᷑. It has been ſuggeſted by Learned Men, 
that as the Miracles done by Chriſt, and the 
Apoſtles, were done in Confirmation of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; fo the Mi- 
racles done ſince thoſe Times were done for 
the /ame End. They were done to confirm 
the Truths of the Goſpel; and fince they were 
done to promote the /ame End as the Miracles 
of Chriſt were, and they are related by Eye- 
witneſſes, or by Men of Abilities, and exact 
Enquirers into their Truth, they are all equal- 
ly to be believed, _ 

It muſt be owned, that if it were proved 
to any one's Satisfaction, that the Miracles 
done by the Saints (of which we have good 
Store, enough to ſatiate any Reader) were 

done to confirm the Old Religion, they ought 
to be equally credited with thoſe of the Go- 
ſpel. For Facts of the fame fort, done for 
the ſame End, are equally credible, But 
ſuppoſing the Facts to be done, a Queſtion 
will ariſe, How do we know that they were 
done for the ſame End? Does it appear, that 
| St, Mar- 


(79) 

St. Martin, or Macarius, or any other Saint, 
ever declared that This was the End of their 
Miracles? Among the numerous Miracles re- 
ported to be done, we are told of certain 

Facts; (e. g. the turning of a Maggot into a 
precious Fewel by Simeon Stylites ; or when a 
Woman appeared like a Mare to the Specta- 
tors, Macarius made her appear like a real 
Woman by pouring holy Water on her Head) 
but rarely, if ever, is it ſaid, that ſuch Acts are 


done in Confirmation of the Religion of Chriſt. 
The Miracles related are commonly bare 


Facts; they are ſurpriſing Cures; or ſome- 
thing extraordinary done by Exorciſms, by 


Holy Water, or conſecrated Oil; ſtrange Pre- 


ſervations from Flames, all around burning 
but not hurting ; caſting out Devils, &c. But 
why, or for what End, all this is done, there 
is generally a profound Silence. Suppofing 
that God were now to work a Miracle, and 
not to declare for what End He did it, are 


we to infer that He did it to confirm the Old 


Religion? Or might he not deſign any more 
than a Manifeſtation of Himſelf to a careleſs 
inconfiderate People? Or may He not do 
good to any Perſon without comprehending, 


or taking in, at the ſame time, the Confir- 


mation of the Goſpel of Cbriſt? 

It was not in this manner that our Saviour 
proceeded. He declared himſelf to be THE 
San of Man foretold, and ſometimes expreſsly 
called himſelf Tye CHRIsT ; and He ap- 
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pealed to the Works he did in his Father's 
Name, as bearing Witneſs of him. The 
Works, ſays he, which I do in my Pather's 


Name, they bear Witneſs of me. Many god 


Works have I ſbewed you from my Father, — 
1f IT do not the Works of my Father, believe me 


not: But if I do, though ye believe not me, 


believe the Works, that ye may know and be- 
lieve, that the Father is in me, and I in him, 
John x. 25, 32, 37, 38. There was no Oc- 
caſion, or Neceſſity, that he ſhould, upon 
working every Miracle he did, expreſsly de- 
clare for what End he did it. He was fore- 
told and deſcribed by a great many Characters; 
and he declared, that he was the Perſon ſo 
deſcribed ; and his wonderful Works would 
make all that expected that he would redeem 


Tirael, examine into his Pretenſions, by com- 


paring Him and his Actions with what the 
Prophets had ſaid: Whereas the Miracles 
done in After- times are, generally ſpeak- 
ing, but mere Facts, upon which nothing 


depends; and what may relate to any thing 


elſe, as well as to Chriſt, or his Religi- 
on: At leaſt this is true of the greateſt Part 
of them, which ſeem to be Exertions of 
mere Power without any End or Purpoſe. 

I would not by this ſeem to intimate, that 
an extraordinary Power may not be exerted by 
God upon particular Occaſions, or to ſerve a 


particular Purpoſe. All that I would be un- 


derſtood to mean is, that the Miracles faid 8 
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be done by the Ancicnts or Moderns, do not 
ſeem to a done in Confirmation of the Ot 
Religion of Chriſt : But may as well be for 
any other End as That, ſince no End is at all 
declared. And it might as properly be ſaid, 
that every Miracle worked by any Prophet, 
or other Jew, was to confirm the Lato of 
Mesſes, as that every Miracle worked fince the 
Days of our Saviour was to confirm the Old 
Religion of Chriſt, But, 

5. As we abound with Relations of Mira- 
cles done in all Parts of the World by Men 
renowned for their Sanctity; and it is un- 
doubtedly true, that many Miracles have been 
impoſed upon the World, which wu Exa- 

mination have been found to be falſe; and 
even Falſe ones have been related as true by 
Men of Probity, and ſometimes they ſeem 
to have been told with pious Deſigns to do 
good, and ſometimes with worſe Views; 
and all Miracles have, at the firſt View, 
che Marks of Improbability Is there 
any Teſt by which we may judge of the 
Miracles done by our Lord and his Dif- 
ciples, and know that They were really done ? 
Or can we point out any Difference betwixt 
Them and Thoſe that have been done, or are 
pretended to have been done, ſince thoſe Times, 
{o as to make the One more credible than the 
Other? Or, in ſhort, How may we fairly 

point out the Difference betwixt what we are 
iQ believe, and what we are to reject? 


M ir 


682) 

It muſt be allowed, that the Atteſtation 
given to many Miracles (even to Thoſe which 
are certainly to be rejected) is ſuch, that it is 
not an eaſy matter, in many Caſes, to call 
their Evidence in queſtiqn, if we regard the 
Credibility only of the Relator. But then, on 
the other hand, ſuch Facts are ſo improbable in 
themſelves, and ſuch is the Credulity of ma- 
ny honeſt well-meaning Men, that one can- 
not but doubt and ſuſpect the Stories one reads, 
Jet them be youched almoſt ever ſo ſtrongly, 
But in the Caſe of Chrift and his Apoſtles we 
can arriye at a degree of Certainiy, that They 


were endued with Power from on High. It 


is not therefore incredible, or improbable, that 
they ſhould work Miracles, or that what is 
related of their Acts ſhould be true; ſince we 


ourſelves can be certain that they had ſuperna- 


tural Aſſiſtances. This is what we cannat 
have full Aſurance of in others; and there- 
fore the Atteſtations of things incredible in 
themſelves are juſtly to be doubted; and the 
Aſſiſtances pretended may be denied; nor do 
they uſually afford ſufficient. Evidence to 
others, be they e're ſq true. But in the par- 
ticular Caſe of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
we can argue from an apparent well known In- 
terpofition of a ſuperior Power in one Inſtance, 
to a credible Interpofition of a ſuperior Pawer 
in another. : 


But before I explain this more at large, 1 


muſt previouſly add, That the Argument for 


the Truth or Credibility of the Miracles of 


Chriſt 


( 33 ) 

Chriſt and the Apoſtles, not only has all the 
Advantages which the Argument for any other 
Hiſtorical Fa& has; but has likewiſe an ad- 
ditional Strength, which almoſt all other paſt 
Facts are deficient in, 5 
HFirſt, They have the Atteſtation of Men 
of Probity and Integrity, that many Facts 
were done by them, which were ſuperior to 
any Powers of Men. Not only Feſus of Na- 
reth did truly many Signs in the Preſence of 
his Diſciples, but many Wonders were done 
by the Apoſtles in his Name, and by a Power 
derived from him. All the Topics taken from 
ſufficient Information, Ability to know, and 
Honeſty to relate; the Perſecutions they un- 
derwent for the Truth of their Teſtimonies; 
their Conſciouſneſs of the heinous Crime of 
Lying; their preaching conſtantly their Ac- 
countableneſs to God for all their Actions; 
and their Senſe of the Juſtice of their Dam- 
nation, who did Evil that Good might come of 
it; their leaving all things for the Truth of 
_ Chriſt; their expoſing themſelves to Impri- 
ſonment, to Stripes, to be ſtoned, to be ſhip- 
wrecked, to all ſorts of Hazards and Incon- 
yeniences for the fake of Chriſt; in ſhort, 
every Topic that tends to confirm the Truth 
ol the things which the firſt Diſciples of Chriſt 
wrote or taught, has here its fulleſt Strength, 
Whatever then is urged from the Credibility 
of Perſons who were Eye-witneſſes ; who were 
well informed; and had a Diſpoſition to re- 
M 2 late 
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late the Truth; muſt neceſſarily be allowed 
to have its full Weight, and is capable of be- 


wa urged in the ſtrongeſt Manner in behalf 


the Chriſtian Miracles. 


But it may be replied to this, that we meet 
with other Miracles which ſtand upon this 


Foundation, and have the Support of credible 


Witneſſes, wiz, of pious, good, honeſt Vouch- 
ers, which yet are rejected as _ Be it ſo. 


I therefore add, 


_ Secondly, That te Enemies to Chriſtianity 
have born their Teſtimonies to the Miracles 


of Chriſt; as well as the Friends of the Go- 
ſpel; and conſequently the Truth of the Go- 


ſpel does not depend folely upon the Teſtimo- 
nies of Men that may be charged, or are pre- 


tended to be charged, with Credulity, or Folly, 
or even Forgery itſelf. Julian the Apoſtate 


bears Witneſs to the Wonders done by st. 
Paul, when he ſays, © that he excelled all 
« the Warkers of Tricks that ever were. And 
of our Saviour he ſays, » © That He has not 


ec been heard of much above three hundred 


cc 


Years ;- nor did he do any thing worthy of 


being ſpoken of, unleſs any one ſhould 


cc 


he imagine, * to cure the Lame and * 
san 
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( 35 | 
© and to adji ure thoſe that were poſſeſſed in the 2 
e Villages of Bethſaida and Bethany, were 
e any mighty Matters.” Julian might leſſer 
and ſpeak as re raed as he pleaſed of 
the Miracles of Chriſt z but as he does not de- 
ny them to be done, it is not of any Conſe- 
quence that he was willing to diminiſh, what 
he could not contradicl. He owns here that 
he cured the Lame, and Blind, and Mad: He 
ought therefore to have made ſuch Cures the 
— of Admiration, and not to have treat- 
ed them as Trifles. But let him treat them 
in his own manner, ſince he expreſsly allows 
ſuch Facts to be done: and let him confine 
them to theſe two Villages, ſince Miracles are 
Miracles where- ever they are performed. 80 
when he calls St. Paul yowrnc, one that 
Tricks impoſes upon the People — However he 
_ exprefles himſelf, he confeſſes the Fadi, that 
the Apoſtle made Converts of the People by 
the Sigus and Wonders he did. Juſt as when 
he ſpeaks with Reproach and Ignominy of 
the Croſs, and cenſures the Chnibans as 
mad Men and Fools for leaving the eter- 
nal Gods, ſhe means the Heathen Gods] 
4 to go over to the Fews to worſhip a dead 
Man, he muſt by this acknowledge that 
Chriſt dla; in fact die, as the Scriptures relate 


the 3 Again, x © Jeſus, lays he, who 


© commanded 
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( 86 ) 
te commanded Spirits, and walked upon the 
* Sea, and drove out Devils, and, as you 
* ſay, made Heaven and Earth : For none 
of his Diſciples, except John, dared to fay 
* this; nor did even he dare to fay this plain- 
ce ly and explicitly: but let it be granted that 
* he faid this.” He allows, in theſe Words, 
Feſus's commanding Spirits, and his walking 
on the Sea, and his driving out Devils; and 
he owns that St. John ſaid, that he made the 
Heaven and Earth. This laſt he admits on- 
ly for Argument ſake, but the other Zþree 
Miracles he allows as Facts, never denying 
that he did them; which would have been 

more to Julians Purpoſe, than to treat them 
as frifling Acts. So when he reſumes this 
Affair, and cites, on another Occaſion, Paul, 
and Matthew, and Mark, and Luke, and 
Jobn, he acknowledges by this the Books un- 
der their reſpective Names, and cites them as 
Authorities from whom he all along argues. 
How would Juliun have triumphed, had he 
had any Evidence by which he could have 
ſet aſide the Miracles of Chriſt, or the A- 
poſtles? Could he have denied the Books of the 
Apoſtles, or the Facts contained in them, his 
reaſoning againſt Chriſtianity would have had 
infinitely more Strength than it can _ 
85 when 
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when the Facts are allowed, and accounted for 
by what every Man of common Capacity ſees 
to be abſurd, and unequal to the Effects. 
hut let us aſcend a little nearer to the Times 
of Chriſt, Hierocles wrote againſt the Chri- 
ſtians ſome Thirty or Forty Years before Ju- 
lian; and the Method he took was that of 
comparing together the Actions of our Lord, 
and Thoſe br, Apollonius Tyaneus. On this he 
ſays, that the Chriſtians J make a great deal 
* of Noiſe, honouring Feſus as making the 
C Blind to fee, and doing ſome ſuch like 
Wonders. He goes on, and tells us, 
that 2 in the Times of our Anceſtors, under 
* Nero's Reign, Apollonius of Hana flou- 
e riſhed, who being very young, a mere 
Boy, having ſacrificed to Eſculapius in A- 
* g of Cilicia, did many, and thoſe wonder- 
** ful, Works.“ After numbering up theſe 
Miracles of Apollonius, Hierocles goes on, and 
ſays, a For what Reaſon do I mention theſe? 
That I may make a Compariſon between 
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„ dur exad and well. grounard Judgment of 


each Fact, and the Fri ing of the Chriſti- 


te ans; ſince we do not look upon him that 
« did "theſe things as God, but as a Man fa. 


2 voured by the Gads ; but They proclaim 


Feſus, for has ſome nail Miracles, to 
Gal 5 d Hierucles ſet out in this 
manner, and rates to compare the wonder. 
ful Actions of Two Perſons, and at the ſame 


time not allow the One to have done any Facts 

at at all? Could he pretend to compare nothing 
with ſamething, in order to give the Prefe- 
rence of th One to the Other? Had he 
charged our Saviour with only pretending to a 
Power of working Miracles, whilſt Apollon. 
us had a real Power; or if our Lord's Won- 
ders were Trifes cho real, whereas thoſe of 
cr were great, and ſhewed a much 
. Power, it might have been worth his 

e to have run a Comps between 
chem: But to our Savioar's Miracles 
to have nat been worked at all, and Apollonius's 
to have been real, is not to compare Tws 
Thing s, or Two Fact, but Nothing with a re- | 
al Tas, which is an Abſurdity . kX MM © 
Hierecles thought that the Facts of Both were {| | 
equally falſe, and that the Compariſon was | 
only of Two Falſboods which was the grofſet: FI 
This might have been done confiſtently in- 
deed, but then his whole Scheme muſt have 
been altered. For he could not then have 


e Apollonius to Chriff, or have 2 * = 
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t 
him to be greater in Action, or more highly 
favoured by the Gods; for this requires a 
real Suppofition and Belief that his Actions at 
leaſt were True, not falſe: and conſequently | 
his comparing the Two Men's Actions toge- 
ther muſt ſuppoſe a Reality of Both their Ac- 


tions. Hierbcles therefore, a known, warm 


Oppoſer of . and an open avowed 
Enemy to Chriſtians, by naming the Miracles 
of Chriſt, and comparing them with the Mi- 
racles of Apollonius, bears witneſs to the Truth, 
of the Miracles of Chriſt, becauſe he ima- 
gined the Miracles of Apollonius to be true. 
But Hierocles, as Euſebius aſſures us, took 


: . 


* Words from others,” and particularly had 
Celſus before him: It may therefore be worth, 
our while to conſider what Celſus himſelf has 
{aid on this occafion ; for Celſus is allowed by 
all to be as acute an Enemy to Chriſtianity as 
ever wrote againſt it. If therefore it appears, 
that He likewiſe admitted and ale the 
Miracles of Chriſt, it is and muſt be evident, 
that we have the Teſtimony of Enemies as 
well as Friends in Confirmation of their Truth, 
and conſequently may give Credit to them. 
For what Enemies as well as Friends admit, 
always is allowed to be highly probable. 
Now Celfus Þ © accuſes our Saviour as being 
enabled by Art or Trick to have done 
frame Bahr Rs © 
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that Teſus was 


1 
* thoſe Miracles he did.” Theſe artful Im- 


poſtors, it ſceme, could make thoſe things 


ſeem to be, which were not, and thoſe things 


which are, they could fo dextrouſſy conceal 
as to make Men believe they were not. 
When therefore Celſus would account in this 
manner for what our Saviour did, he muſt 
acknowledge the Facts done, or elſe it would 
be abſurd to pretend to a Solution now they 
were done. And ſo in another place, when 
© he © calumniates the Miracles of Chriſt as 
e if they were performed by Magic Arts, 
and not by any Divine Power,” and adds, 
at Je was privately educatedin Fgypr 
« and Benin hal in ſome of their Aris, 
ce returned from thence, proclaiming himſelf 
* to be God by means of thoſe wonderful 


« Pawers;” When He fays this, He muſt 


* * 


2. 


own che Fadts done, be it in his own way, Y 


Magic, or in any other manner, When a- 
gain he ſays, 4 © that the Wonders which 
. 
gyptians, — It is confeſſed that he learnt 
what he did, and d what he learnt, or 


elſe it would be ridiculous in this manner 


to attempt to ſolve the Appearance. Should 


any one object to this, and take notice that in 


other 
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other places He * © treatsnot only the Mira- 
« cles which the Chriſtians mentioned as done 
* by Cbri and his Apoſtes, but thoſe like- 
« wiſe which the Fews mention in Their 
% Books, as Fables" — — This will ſhew Ce/ſus 
to have had no certain Scheme by which he 
could attack the Chriſtians; and that he ſaid 
any thing either to leſſen, or to calumniate, 
What he could not fairly refute: but be 
produces no Voucher, no Authori, ty, whereby 
he could juſtify what he ſaid. 5 
Be it ſo then, that Celſus did in ſome Parts 
of his Book call the Miracles of the Bible, 
Fables; yet if in other places he tries to ac- 
count for them, and i imputes them ſometimes 
to Magic, at other times to Art or flight of 
hand, he muſt ſuppoſe the Fas to be done. 
Thus he f pretepds to grant * to be true, 
„ Whatever! is ſaid concerning either the Cures, 
or the Reſurrection of Feſus, or his feeding 
many with a few Loaves, of which ma 
Fragments were left,” But then pre. 
* ſently he makes them to be juſt the ſame 
© with the Feats of thoſe who! are dextrous 
in flight of hand, and promiſe ſtrange 
things; or of thoſe who have learnt of the 
Egyptians to ſhew Tricks in public for 
3 
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N * half-pence;; and of thoſe who artve De- 
e 9115 out of People, and blow! away D, 
eaſes, and call up the Souls of - «4 
and f. c eiern and Tables 
and Victuals of all ſorts; and moving Ani- 
mals, which are not Animals, but only 
appear to be ſuch.” It was à ridiculous 
Solution of the Miracles done by Chriſt, to 
treat them in this manner; for whoever went 
about (as Origen here remarks) to. 8 © ſhew 
& Tricks, in order to mend the Manners of 
che World, or to teach them ſo to live as 
© that they might be juſtified before God ?” 
But when he compares the wonderful Works 
of Chriſt with the Tricks of theſe Circulators, 
he muſt ſuppoſe the Facts done, really or in 
Appearance; and if they were the Arts of 
Les gerdemain, as in general he ſuppoſes, yet 
bs allows the things for which 1 is trying 
to account, | 
But ſay that Celfus did not at all. believe, 
nor TEE the Facts which were faid to be 
done by Chriſt, but is all along ſpeaking of 
what Chriftians believed and admitted . 
one! that he knew of them ; and tho he did 
N not 
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not profeſs his Belzef of them, yet he did not 
offer to retute'thoſe who did believe them by 
any Hiſtorical Evidence againſt them. He 
did not produce any Authority againſt them, 
which his Subject naturally led him to 
do, had he been able; and whilſt he tries 
to account for them by Art, or Skill in Ma- 
gic, or Legerdemain, he muſt either admit 
ſomething to be done by Chriſt, or he muſt 
account for nothing by his Magic or Legerde- 
main. In the firſt caſe, He is an Enemy at- 
Zeſting a Fact; which is a Confirmation po- 
ſitive and direct: In the other caſe, He does 
not deny, but attempts to. ſolve a Fact; which 
neceſſarily muſt ſuppoſe the Fact, tho he dif- 
ers about the Means by which it was done. 
But, -03-5 5 
Thirdly, The Miracles of Chriſt have a pe- 
culiar Evidence, which is ſtrictly concluſive 
to any one that will attend. If we ourſelves 
can /ee, and be as certain as our Senſes can 
make us, that our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
were under the Influence of a Power vaſtly 
ſuperior to That of any Man, then we our- 
ſelves may ſee a Teſtimony equal to what we 
can deſire, concurring with the Teſtimony 
which we have from both Friends and Ene- 
mies; and giving a Degree of Credibility, 
which the Miracles of all other Perſons are 
defeCtive in. I do not by this mean to affirm, 
that all other Miracles are fictitious: Nor 
would I be underſtood, as if all others were 


to 
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to be condemned as falſe, except thoſe that 
the Scripture mentions. I enter not-into that 
' Queſtion, nor concern myſelf one way or o- 
ther about it. They may, at leaſt ſome of 
them may be, what their Relators have ſaid 
about them : And if the Evidence given be 
ſuch as fatisfies 'a reaſonable Enquirer, He 
ought to . and admit them to be true. 
But if, on the other hand, the Atteſtation be 
ſuch as leaves the mind dubious and ſiiſpicious, 
or unſatisfied, They may be rejected without 
any Miſchief ; and yet the Miracles of the 
Apoſtles, and of their Maſter, may be main- 
| tained as certain and true, which is all that 1 
am concerned to make good. 

To ſhew then the Credibility of the Mira- 
cles of Chriſt, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
no Human Power can, or does extend to the 
Foretelling future Events: And if any Man 
can preciſely determine what ſhall happen 
at any given diſtance of Time; or can tell 
the Circumſtances of Actions, or even Ac- 
tions themſelves, many Years, or many 
Hundreds of Years before they come to paſs : 
Such Man muſt be aſſiſted with. a Degree 
of Knowledge greater than ever falls to the 
lot of common Men. Now the New Teſta- 
ment affords us many Inſtances of this ſort of 
Knowledge in Jeſus Chrift ; and his Apoſtles 
Had the ſame fort of Knowledge communi- 
cated to them: And fo had Moſes and the 
Prophets the ſame. E. g. The Deſtruction of 


FJeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem was foretold ; its being to be trod 
down of the Gentiles till the Times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled ; its preſent Continuance in 
the State which was fo punctually foretold 
the Preſervation of the Fews amidſt all the 
Perſecutions and Hatred they every where lie 
under: The Blindneſs that has happened to 
them: The Apoſtacy that has been in the 
Church of Chriſt: The very Manner and 
Circumſtances of the Apoſtacy, which was to 
conſiſt in doing the very things which the 
Goſpel forbids: The coming of the Man of 
Sin, who as God fitteth in the Temple of God, 
ſhewing himſelf that he is God: The manner 
of his gaining his Power by Signs, and lying 
Wonders," and all Decervableneſs of Unrigh- 
 teouſneſs : The Worſhip of Demons, or Souls 
departed : The forbidding to marry : The 
abſtaining from Meats, which God hath created 
to be received with Thankfulneſs : The Perſe- 
citing Spirit, and That Dominion over the 
Lord's Heritage, which was to be the Mark 
of that idolatrous Power which was to ariſe— 
Theſe and a great many other things have 
been foretold by our Saviour and his Apoſtles ; 
and the Event has exactly verified the Pre- 
diction. 6 LE gb oy 
{| mention not ſeveral other things foretold 
in the Scriptures, plain, eaſily intelligible, ex- 
preſs, not liable to be charged with being 
forged after the Events. Now We ourſelves 
ſte theſe Predictions actually fulfilled: And 
— 
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We are certain that Thoſe who could foretel 
ſuch wonderful Events, muſt have been un- 
der the Influence of a Power ſuperior to That 
of Man. Suppoſe now, that the Men who 
fo truely foretold things to come, are ſaid b 
credible Witneſſes to have worked Miracles, 
the Atteſtation inſtantly becomes credible, be- 
cauſe We ourſelves are ſure that They were 
under a ſupernatural, extraordinary Power : 
2 Power! able and ſufficient to produce the 
Miracles they are ſaid to have performed. 

I do not from hence infer, (nor indeed can 
any one juſtly infer) that all Miracles are 
forged or counterfeit, that are not attended 
with Prophecy; but, (which is all that 1 
want to prove) that thoſe are credible that 
are accompanied with it. They who ſee a 
Miracle done, are as ſure as their own Eyes 
can make them, of the Truth of ſuch a Fact. 
But then the Teſtimony of Eye-witneſſes, or 
the Report of ſuch to others, may be per- 
haps doubted or denied, when it comes to be 
handed down from one to another, if the 
Fact be ſuch as carries great Improbability in 
its Nature. But where a Man can ſee him- 
ſelf a plain Exerciſe of a ſupernatural Power 
in one Inſtance, He can have no good reaſon 
to doubt of, or to deny it in another, if that 
other comes atteſted by Men of Abilities and 
Integrity. Why ſhould any one doubt of his 
3 a Miracle, whom we ourſclves 
can ſee to have been under a ſupernatural In- 
fluence, 
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uence, when we have the Teſtimony of ve- 
ry credible Witneſſes, that he did do one? 
Were it only ſaid, without any Circumſtance, 
or without any other Evidence, that ſuch a 
one had an extraordinary Power which he 
could exert as he pleaſed, this might juſtly be 
3 ſuſpefled or * But if we ourſelves can 
ſee ſuch Power actually exerted, in a Cafe be- 
ond the natural Powers of Man, we may 
eaſily infer the Credibility of a Fact reported 
of the ſame Perſon, tho' beyond the Powers 
of Man. 
Some perhaps may fay, that this is proving 
the Credibility of one dubious thing by ano- 
ther: They will urge the Ambiguity, the 
Uncertainty of all ſuch Books as contain, or 
pretend to contain Predictions: And they 
wil! appeal for the Truth of their Aſſertions 
to the Revelations of St. John, or to the Pro- 
phecies of Daniel; and, in ſhort, to the very 
Nature of the Prophetic Language, which 
they will pretend to be perfectly unintelligi- 
ble, | * 
But This is no manner of Anſwer to the 
Argument. It is juſt ſuch reaſoning as this 
Poetical Figures and Expreſſions are often 
dark, and ambiguous, in the very beſt Wri- 
ters; and Commentators have often differed, 
and new Diſcoveries have been made about 
the Meaning of Paſſages which had eſcaped 
former Writers on them Therefore the 
//"2/- in thoſe Writers is perfectly unintelli- 
5 - gible. 
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ble. When it was foretold that the Meiſiah 
was to be a Man of Sorrows, to be wounded 
for our N to be cut off from the 
Land of the Living, could there be any thing 
expreſſed more ka and more intelligible ? 
Are there not many, very many, plain clear 
Prophecies, ſuch as neither Art nor Intereſt 
can elude? Is not the Apoftacy in the Church 
of Chriſt ſo deſcribed, that a Man muſt ſhut 
his Eyes not to ſee it? But then if People 
will cloſe their Eyes, left at any time they 
ſhould fee with them, or ſhut their Ears left 
they ſhould hear, the want of underftanding 
ariſes, not from want of Light or Clearneſs 
in the Object, but from Obſtinacy or Per- 
verſeneſs, againſt which God has provided no 
Remedy, Are not the particular Circum- 
ſtances of the Corruption that has happened 
in the Church of Chriſt clearly and expreſsly 
foretold ? And do not thoſe, whoſe Intereſt it 
is to evade the Charge, pervert the plaineſt 
Words, that they may not be pifcondemed! 
Is not the State of the Jews at this preſent 
Time juſt as St. Paul foretold it ſhould be: 
And ſo it is with Chriſtianity, juſt as our Sa- 
| viour and the Apoſtles deſcribed it in the 
Times they mentioned : And what is very 
remarkable — The Madneſs of Chriſtians has 
accompliſhed, what was expreſsly and in 
Terms forbidden by Chriſt, So that it is not 
merely a Prophecy that is accompliſhed ; but it 
is a Completion of one, which forbad the ve- | 
; ry | 
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ry Practices which they have introduced. How 
has the Myſtery of Iniquity worked with all 
Power, and Signs, and hying Wonders, and 
with all Decervableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs ? 
The firſt grand Principle of all Religion, 
natural as. well as revealed, of the Jew!ſh as 
well as of the Chri/tian, is, Thou 'ſhalt wor- 
ſhip the Lord thy. God,, and Him only ſhalt thou 
erbe: And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. Theſe are 
ſo plain and clear, that no one can conteſt 
them. Is there then not an Apoſtacy fore- 
told, or hath. not the Spirit ſboken expreſsly, 
that in the latter Times ſome ſhall depart from 
the Faith? 1 Tim. iv. 1-4. If a Queſtion 
were to ariſe, In what was this Apoſtacy to 
conſiſt? The Apoſtle tells us, it was to con- 
iſt in the Violation of this Firſt grand Prin- 
ciple of all Religion, in the introducing of 
another Object of Worſhip beſides God; in 
the worſhipping of Demons; in praying and 
paying Honour to departed Men and Women ; 
in calling for Aid upon Souls departed. And 
is not the Mother of Fornication deſcribed as 
drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and'2w1th 
the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus ? Rev. xvii. 
6. Is not this in expreſs Contradiction to 
Both the Grand Principles of the Religion of 
Chriſt? Look into the World, and ſee if the 
Event has not been as exactly completed, as 
it was foretold. Suppoſing therefore that 
there is an Obſcurity in ſeveral Prophecies, it 
O 2 IS 


1 
is very unfair to argue from them, as if all 
Prophecy were unintelligible, when there are 
ſo many clear and plain Predictions, not liable 

to any ſuch Objection. Surely the way of 
reaſoning from Prophecy, is to be taken from 
what is clear, and thence to proceed to what 
is more hard or intricate, and thus to try from 
plain things to diſcover obſcure ones; and not 
to pretend that every thing is obſcure, and 
therefore that ll is to be rejected. Let any 
one apply ſuch a Method to Geometry, or to 
What is cientiic; and argue, that becauſe Sir 
Jaac Newton's Principles are hard, and Few 
are capable of underſtanding them throughout, 
therefore / Geometry is unintelligible, and 
ought to be diſcarded, as net worth the trou- 
ble of Study or Attention. 85 5 
What J would infer from all this is, That 
we ourſelves, who are now alive, can ſee ex- 
actly ſuch a State of things in the World, as 
the Sacred Books have all along declared that 
there ſhould be, Let the intelligent Chriſti- 
an look about him, and ſee, and wonder. 
The Writers of thoſe Books could not «f 
Themſelves, or by any common Sagacity, 
foreſee ſuch a State, or foretell that things 


ſhould come to paſs in the particular Manner | 
which they deſcribed, and with all the Cir- 
cumſtances which they foretold. They mult 
therefore have been under the Influence of 
ſome ſupernatural Power, which enabled 
them to diſcover what they foretold. 1 
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the Being that enabled them to foretell Events, 
at ſuch diſtant Periods, and ſo minutely, might 
enable them to do what credible Witneſſes 
have related concerning them. From whence 
it follows undeniably, that the Miracles of 
the Goſpel are cred:ble, and may juſtly be 
deemed True, whatever becomes of all others. 
Whilſt we have no grounds to think, that 
other People were under any ſupernatural In- 

| fluence, except merely the Report that they 
worked Miracles, one may ſuſpect, or doubt, 
or even deny the Facts they are ſaid to have 
done; or leave them to the Credit of thoſe 
who relate them : But when we are ſure that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were under the Influ- 
ence of ſome Power ſuperior to that of Man, 
in one Inſtance, of which we ourſelves are 
competent Judges; we may be ſure that the 
Miracles performed by them ought to be 
looked upon as credible, fince the ſupernatu- 
ral Power that enabled them to foretell fu- 


ture Events was ſufficient to enable them to 
work Miracles, 


Thus have I conſidered the Two Points I 
propoſed to ſpeak to. If I have been able to 
throw any Light on either of them, and par- 
ticularly on the Laſt, I ſhall rejoice. It is 
certain, that many good Men, who love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, have been of 
late not a little perplexed in their Minds, a- 
bout the Credibility of Miracles, They ſee 


the 
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the Folly of believing the Popiſb and other 
Legendary Stories; and yet cannot find a Way 
to extricate themſelves out of the Labyrint 
they are in. If the Clue here given be of 
Uſe, I have my End; if not, it behoves all 
who regard the Religion of Chriſt, to point 
out a better and ſurer; and ſo to treat of the 
Miracles done ſince the Apoſtolic Times, as 
not to throw inſuperable Difficulties on Thoſe 
of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. 3 
Permit me to add one Thing before I con- 
clude. There are in the World, Iſt, Accounts 
of Miracles done by and among the Heathen. 
There are, 2, The Few!/h and Chriſtian Mi- 
racles, i. e. thoſe done in the Old Teſtament, 
and, by Chriſt and his. Apoſtles; which I 
reckon as ſtanding on the fame Foot. There 
are, 3. The Miracles related by the Fathers : 
And there are, 4. The Pop:/þ Miracles, of 
which one may read to a Surfeit in, the Mri- 
ters or Collectors of their Saints Lives. I 
have ſufficiently ſhewn, why. the Jewiſb and 
Chriſtian Miracles are credible. It behoves 
_ thoſe, who reject the Heathen and the Popijh 
Miracles, to ſhew the Difference, as to Cre- 
dibility, betwixt Them and Thoſe of the Fa- 
bers: Or if Thoſe of the Fathers are to be 
admitted upon the Evidence of their Authort- 
y; then, why are the Heathen. and Popiſh 
Miracles to be rejected, which ſeem: to ſtaud 
on equal Authority? Or if. the Miracles of 
the Papiſts are to be admitted, then 1 
Thoſe 


( 103 ) 
Thoſe of the Heathen to be rejected? Or if 
Thoſe of the Fathers are to be admitted—Are 
All of Them, or Some only? Or why are 
Some of Them only to be credited, and 
which? And what Criteria are there, by which 
we may diſtinguiſh which are, and which are 
not to be credifed? An Enquiry into theſe 
Particulars is beyond the Bounds of what J un- 
dertook ; which being only to ſhew, what are 
the Grounds upon which the Credibility of 
Miracles, in general, is founded; and, upon 
What Grounds the Miracles of the Goſpel, in 
particular, are credible: I ſhall leave thoſe 
other Points to be diſcuſſed by Thoſe, who 


are, or may be, engaged in the Controverſy 
with Dr. MI1DDLETON. 
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DISSERTATION 
On Marx xvi. 17 18. 


And theſe Signs ſhall follow them that believe: 
In my Name ſhall they caſt out Devils; 
They ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues ; They 
ſhall take up Serpents, and 1f they drink 
any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt them; 

They ſhall lay hands on the Sick, and they 
ſhall recover. 


KT HAT our Saviour intended by the 
Word Signs, is ſufficiently clear from 
the Inſtances here ſpecified; by which it is 
plain that certain extraordinary miraculous 
Gifts or Powers are here promiſed to Them 
Hat believe in Him. That theſe Signs were 
manifeſted in and by the Apoſtles, and others, 
Jews and Gentiles, after our Lord's Death 
and Aſcenſion, needs no Proof to any that 
vive Credit to the New Teſtament. It may 
be however proper juſt to mention ſome par- 
ticular Inſtances ; And as to the — 
P 855 G 
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of them, I ſhall refer the Reader to what I 
have already faid. 1 ; 

What the particular Diſtemper, or Diſor- 
der was, which was attributed or imputed to 
Devils or Demons ; and whether ſuch Beings 
do, or did, in fact oe or poſſeſs any body; 
or whether ſuch or ſuch peculiar :/ Habit, 
or Craſis of Body, curable by Art, or incura- 

ble by human means, is deſigned by that Ex- 

prom „let the learned Reader, who has 
looked into Hippocrates De Morbo Sacro, and 
other Phyficians among the Antients, or into 
the judicious Dr. Mead's Medica Sacra, not 
long ſince publiſhed, judge. I ſhall not en- 
ter into that Enquiry here; but ſhall only ob- 
ſerve that it is well known, that both Greeks 
and Romans imputed certain Diſorders of the 
Body to Demons; and from the Symptoms 
named the very Demon that was ſuppoſed to 

fleſs the miſerable Mortal. T C Sign 
2 promiſed by our Lord was, a Pow- 
er in an extraordinary and miraculous 
manner to cure ſuch Perſons as. laboured 
under the Diſtreſſes, either ſuppoſed to 
be, or which actually were, inflicted | by De- 
mons. Or if a Spirit was the real, or ſup- 
poſed, Worker of. ſuch Actions as ſerved to 
impoſe, on People, and to lead them into falſe 
Notions of Spiritual Dominion, which might 
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turn them from the living God; then the Sign 
promiſed was a Power, in an extraordinary 
and miraculous manner, to put an End to all 


ſuch 


TIE 3 
ſuch Deceit, and to take away the Cauſe of 
it. Thus, When a damſel poſſeſſed with a Spi- 
rit of Divination followed Paul about for many 
Days, Paul aid unto, the Spirit, I command 
thee in name of Jeſus Chriſt to come out of her: 
And he came out the ſame hour, As xvi, 16 
—18, It is remarked of St. Peter, that he 
cured ſuch as were troubled with unclean Spi- 
rits, Acts v. 16. Philip likewiſe at Samaria 
did many Wonders and Signs, and many that 
had unclean Spirits were Fealed by him, Acts 
viii, 7. And laſtly, St. Paul did in like 
manner cure thoſe that were poſſeſſed of evil 
J “ 2 
The ſecond Sign here promiſed was, that 
They who believe in Chriſt, ſhould ſpeak 
with New Tongues. The Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſo particularly deſcribed, Acts ii. is a 
ſufficient Confirmation of this. At that time, 
They were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
began to peak with other Tongues as the Spirit 
gave them Utterance, ver. 4. And the Peo- 
ple of the ſeveral Parts of the World that hap- 
pened to be there preſent, heard them ſpeak, 
in their reſpective Tongues, the wonderful 
Works of God, ver. 11. This Gift was like- 
wiſe granted to the Gentiles, who were aſ- 
ſembled with Cornelius to hear the Goſpel 
from Peter: When the Gift of the Holy 
Ohoſt was poured out on Them, They /poke 
with Tongues, and magnified God, Acts x. 45, 
40. And it is plain that this Gift was not 
3 uncommon 
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uncommon at Corinth, as appears from St. 
Paul's Account of the ſpiritual Gifts amongſt 
them, 1 Cor. xli. 10. xiv. 5, Cc. And 
when the Twelve Diſciples of Jobn at Epbe- 


fas received the Holy Ghoſt, they ſpake with 


Tongues aud prophefied, Acts xix. 6. 
A Third Sign was, They ſhall take up Ser- 
pents without any hurt, an Inſtance of which 


we meet with, Adds xxvii. 5. where a Viper 


having faſtned on St. Paul's Hand, He Shook 


off the beaſt into the fire, and felt no harm. 


As to the Sign joined with this they 
drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt them— 
Tho' we have not an Inſtance in the New 


Teſtament of this, yet the Powers actually 


granted ſhew, that it is not incredible but that 
{ome or other might have had it in that Age 
of Miracles. „5 5 
The Loft Sign is — They ſhall lay hands un 
the tick, and they ſhall recover. There is no 
occaſion to mention any other Inſtances of 
this, than that when the Father of Publius lay 
ſick of @ Fever and Bloody Flux, Paul laid 
his hands c bim and healed him, Acts xxvill, 
8. — 
There is then no doubt but the Apoſcles 
and Others, received and exerted theſe extra- 
ordinary Powers, as proper Occafions offered. 
But our Saviour aſſuring the Apoſtles, that 
Theſe Signs ſhall follow them that believe, a 
Queſtion ariſes about the Meaning and Eten! 


of the Words, —Them that Believe. Po they 
imply, 


- 
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imply, that ALL ſuch as believe Jeſus to be 
The Chriſt ſhall be enabled to exert theſe ex- 
traordinary Powers? Or do they mean, that 
All ſhall have All theſe Powers? Or do 
they ſignify, that Thoſe who have a miracu- 

lus Faith—ſach a Faith as will enable a Man 
to remove Mountains — They ſhall be enabled 
to manifeſt theſe Signs? If the Former be 
the true meaning of the Word Believe, as I 
think it is, then How was the Promiſe made | 
good, fince ALL that Believe are not Var ers 
of Miracles ; neither have ALL the Gifts of 
Healing ; neither do ALL ſpeak with Tongues, 

1 Cor. xii. 29, 30. And yet in virtue of the 
Promiſe made, that Theſe Signs ſhall follow 
them that believe, it ſhould ſeem that All Be- 
lievers ſhould have thoſe extraordinary Powers. 

To clear up this Matter let it be obſerved, 

1. It is plain from the New Teſtament, 
that the Gifts of the Spirit were not all 
granted to any One of the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
unleſs it were to the Apoſtles alone. As to all 
_ ethers-—The Gifts of Healing were to ſome ; 
to others the working of Miracles; to others 
Prophecy ; to others diſcerning of Spirits ; to 
others 40 vers kinds of Tongues; to others {till the 
I. ferpretation of Tongues, 1 Cor. x1. 8, 9, 10. 
It is not my Deſign to enter into a particular 
D:(cuſſion of the Nature of the ſeveral Gifts 
of the Spirit ; but to obſerve only, That if the 
promiſed Signs had a// been intended to be given 
% Believers, then Every one that Believes 


in 
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in Chriſt, might Have had ſome reaſon to ex- 
pect All theſe Powers. But! as in Fact, the 
Gift of H. ealing was granted to One, and 

That of Tongues was given to Another—We 
muſt Eds the a of our Lord, 
not that A Believers were to have all theſe 
Signs ; but that among them that believed in 
Him, Some ſhould Re Some Gifts, Others 
ſhould have Others. Agai 6 

2. The Intent of our Lord ! in theſe Words 
was not, That ALL, in all future Genera- 
tions, for ever, Who mould | elieve in him, 
thou Id be n to Work Miracles; or that 
thoſe Signs ſhould be continued to, or among 
Believers, till his ſecond coming, For were 
That the caſe, it would follow, that there 
Was now no Faith i upon Earth, or that there 
wete no Belie zevers now, ſince none are now 
able to ſhew their F aith b their miraculous 
Works. There muſt then . 4 proper Limita- 
tion to thoſe Words Them that yp And 
as the Declaration was made to the poſter, 
who were to go and preach the Goſpel to all 
Nations, The Words may mean no more 
than This—Go ye into all the World, and 
make Diſciples of ALL People : And as 7% 
have received a Power to ok Miracles, fo 
ſhall Others that Believe receive a like Power; 
Some in One kind, Some in Another, as 
God ſhall ſee moſt fit and proper. But how 
long theſe Powers were to continue, or wh 


they ſhould ceaſe, cannot be argued. from 
theſe 
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theſe Words, It is enough that the Fact was 
true, according to the Promiſe. 


% 


3. There ſeems to, have been, a Neceſſity 


* 5 4 oy 


his Death, Could: then x 4 Fews, be any 
ways aſſured that He was The Chri/t, when 
ſeveral Prophecies n The Chriſt were 
not yet compleated ? Which way could they 
poſſibly ſee Feſus to be a Prince, or to have 
the Government on hig Shoulders, when, they 
ſaw him nothing but a Man of Sorrows, and 
cut off from the, Land of. the Living? Mira- 
culous Powers therefore were neceſſary Atteſ- 
tations of God to Feſus.; and after his Death 
to his Diſciples, to aſſure them that He was 
The Chriſt; and to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs 
of Believing, Him to be the Perſon deſigned 
in all the Prophets, tho all things were nat 
aftually fulfiled that had been ſpoken, but 
were gradually fulfilling, When the Time 
was 
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was come, that either The Meſiab muſt have 
made his Appearance, or elſe that He could 
not appear at all; z. e. When the Scepter was 
departed from Fudah, and the Jeuiſb State 
and Government was at an End, (Before 
which time the Meſſiah was to come, ac- 
cording to the Prophets) and their Temple 
was deſtroyed, and the People were diſperſed, 
there ceaſed to be the ſame reaſon for Mira 
culous Atteſtations, as there was before. For 
then an honeſt Peruſal of the Scriptures 
would ſhew how all things were fulfilled, or 
might be fulfilled ; and every one might be 
able to determine, that He in whom all the 
Prophecies to that time agreed was in truth 
JJ 1 
But then in regard to the Gentiles, the caſe 
ſeems different. They had no Knowledge of 
the Scriptures, nor were they acquainted with 
the Prophets. Miracles therefore were ne- 
ceſſary Atteftations to Them, that Feſis was 
the Perſon who was Lord of all, and to whom 


"7 


all Power in Heaven and Earth, and all Judg- 
ment was committed : Miraculous Atteſiations, 

J fay, were neceſſary at that Time: But 

when the Gentile Converts had the Scriptures 
in their Hands, and could examine into the 

Truth, and could fee how exactly the Pro- 
phecies of Scripture were fulfilled in our Sa- 
viour, and could teach and explain to Others 
- what they underſtood, or might underſtand, | 
"Themſelves ; then miraculous erin: 
1 — em 


* 
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ſeem not fo neceſſary for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel ; ſeeing the fame Defign might 
be carried on without Miracle. It depended 
entirely on the good Will of God, in what 
manner, and in what degree, and at what 
Time, and on what Perſons, He would con- 
fer ſuch Powers *, * It was not neceflary,” 
ſay the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, (a Book 
which carries manifeſt Marks of not being 
the Work of Them whoſe Name it bears; 
however, of good Authority in this caſe.“) 
« Tt was not neceſſary, that Every Believer 

© ſhould caſt out Devils, or raiſe the dead, 
* or ſpeak with Tongues, but that whoſo- 
* eyer was thought worthy to have a Gift for 
any uſeful Purpoſe,” ſhould uſe it © for 
© the Salvation of Unbelievers. “ on 
4. Whoever then reads the New Teſta. 


”Yy 


* 


ment with Care, will find, that whether mi- 


raculous Gifts did, or did not, continue in the 
Church after the Apoſtolic Age, God has not 
left Himſelf without witneſs in the World; 
but has given fo full Aſſurance of the Truth 
of the Goſpel, that it muſt be great Negli- 
gence, or Careleſneſs, or ſomething very faul- 
, to overlook or deſpiſe the Evidence which 
That affords. But it is foreign to my Sub- 
ject, to enter further into this Subject. 
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p. It may be worth while to obferve, that 
not withſtanding every extraordinary or mira- 
culous Power is called z3aecoua, a Gift; 


and granting it to be true, that there are none 


yet it muſt not be inferr' 


who believe in Chriſt, or thro' Chriſt in God, 
who have not received 9&e,omn, a Gift; 

1 ſuch Expreſ- 
ſion, that every one who is ſaid to receive 24. 
ezcoua, a Gift, received one of the miracu- 


| ous Sort, The Antients put a juſt Diſtincti- 


on between ſpiritual Gifts, They maintain- 


ed, Þ © That there is no Man that believed 


in God thro' Chriſt, who has not received 
a ſpiritual Gift,” Accordingly they faid, 
«© © That to have been delivered from the 
 Impiety of Polytheiſm, and to have believed 
in God the Father thro' Chriſt, is the G 
* of God. So too, to have caſt off the Few!/b 
Veil, and to have believed, that by the 
** good Will of God, the only begotten be- 
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fore all Ages was, in the laſt time, borfl 
of a Virgin without Converſe with Man; 
c and that as Man he lived without Sin, hav- 
* ing fulfilled all the Righteouſneſs of the 
* Law; and that by the Permiſſion of God, 
e God the Word, deſpiſing the Shame, en- 
e dared the Croſs ; and that he died, and was 
* buried, and aroſe in Three Days; and af- 
* ter his Reſurrection, having continued 
* with the Apoſtles forty Days, and having 
„ fulfilled all that was appointed, was taken 
*© up in their Sight to God the Father that 
* ſent him; He that has believed theſe 
* things—with Judgment and in full Aſſu- 
* Trance, has received . e:cug, 4 Gift from 
© God,” The Author goes on, and gives a 
very good piece of Advice: 4 Let not,” 
ſays he, © any one of thoſe, who work Sgns 
and Wonders, judge, or condemn, any one 
of the Faithful that is not deemed worthy 
to work them: For the yegoug;me, the 
* Grfts of God, which are given by Him 
thro' Chriſt, are different; for you have 
received This, another has received ſome 
other; either the Word of Wiſaom, or of 
Knowledge, or of Diſcernment of Spirits, 
or Foreknovledge of things to come, or the 
Hh ns 
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ce Word of Teaching, or Patience, or Conti- 
© nence,” All theſe are here called the Gifts 
of God; and all are to be uſed according to 
his Will who gives them, 1 


The Word then ye2woug, or Gift, ſigni- 
fies an extraordinary Endowment ; and being a 
general Word, it comprehends not only the 
miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, ſuch as curing | 
the Sick, or reſtoring Eyes to the Blind, or 

Feet to the Lame, or Life to the Dead; but 
it equally expreſſes ſuch Acts of Faith and 
good Life, as every ſincere Believer was wont 
to practiſe; ſuch as bearing Evils, Continence, 
and ſuch like. If therefore any ancient Wri- 
ter ſpeaks of the Gifts of God, with which 

good Men were particularly endowed, it does 
not follow that ſuch Men had a Power of 
working Miracles, unleſs it be expreſsly faid, 
that the Os they had were of the miracu- 
Jous Kind. But, to return to the Words of 

our Saviour. 11 
6. Tho' the Words in St. Mark, taken at 
large, may poſſibly ſignify — All theſe Signs 
ſhall be given to every particular Believer, ſo 
that every one ſhall be enabled to work every 
one of them : Or they may ſignify —Theſe 
Signs ſhall be given to Believers, ſome to one, 
ſome to another ; and ſome ſhall have no mi- 
raculous Gifts, tho' All ſhall have ſome ſpi- 
ritual Gift or Endowment— Tho', I fay, from 

the Words uſed by our Saviour one cannot de- 
termine with Preciſion the Extent of the #4 
miſe, 


reer c d . . ah abut all ee 
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miſe, yet one may recur to Hiſtory and Ex- 


erience, and from thence one may with to- 
lerable Exactneſs aſſign the Meaning of thoſe 


Words. Thus, when our Saviour told his 
Apoſtles that che Holy Spirit ſhould guide them 
into ALL Truth ---From the mere Expreflion 
one cannot ſay, whether He was to guide them 
into all Philgſophical and Mathematical Truth, 

or whether the general Word is not to be cons 
| fined to all Truth relative to the Mefhiah, and 


the Means of ſetting up his Kingdom. As the 


Event muſt determine the Extent of ſuch 


univerſal Propoſitions, no one muſt argue 


from the bare Words, that the Apoſtles were 
led into all Sorts of Truth univerſally, be- 
cauſe they had a Promiſe made them, that 
might poſſibly imply ſuch a Meaning. | 

When indeed a Propoſition is univerſal, 
e. g. Children obey your Parents in all Things 
and common Senſe limits it by the plain Ab- 
ſurdity of taking the Words as univerſally as 
the Expreſſion is, the Caſe is clear. And in 
general it is fo in all moral Writings, where 
Words are not to be underſtood ſtrictly, as in 
Phyſical or Mathematical Diſcourſes. 


But here it may be ſuggeſted, that a Pete 


miſe is made; and in Caſes of Promiſes or 
Grants, no Limitation is to be admitted, but 
what the Words themſelves, which convey 
inc Right, admit. If a Promiſe be univer- 
gal, and the Performance be partial, the 


Grantee receives not the Thing promiſed, but 


at 


this was all that was made good, 
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at beſt a Part only of what he had reaſon to 
ct. If therefore our Saviour aſſured his 


Apoſtles, that ſuch or ſuch Signs ſhould fol- 


low them that believe, all that believe have 
reaſon to expect the Performance of the Pro. 


miſe. 


But This Difficulty ceaſes, provided we can 
know the real Intention of him that makes 
the Promiſe. For however a Promiſe may 


be expreſſed, if we by any means can tell 
what is the Intention of the Grantor, we 


ought to interpret the Words of the Grant by 
the Intention and Deſign of him that makes 
the Promiſe ; and not argue that more muſt 
have been intended, becauſe the Words made 
uſe of may ſeem to imply more. In the caſe 
of a Being whom we know antecedently to be 
pure, holy, juſt, one may be certain from the 


Grant given, what was the Intention of the 


Promiſe made; and in conſequence, that the 
general Words made uſe of muſt be under- 
ſtood with Limitation, if it appears in fa# 
that the. Promile is limited. Suppoſing then 
that the Words in St. Mark were verified only 
in this limited manner, v!z, That Some who 
did believe the Goſpel did in fa& exert extra- 
ordinary miraculous Powers, Some in one 
kind, Some in another, and Others ſtill who 
enjoyed Spiritual Endowments, yet did no 
Miracles— One might argue juſtly from the 
Effect to the Cauſe, that this was the full A- 
tent of the Promiſe of our Saviour, becauſe 


But 


But POR: that the Promiſe of our Sa- 
viour was made good to All that Believed at 
firſt, and that All the Firſt Chriſtians had Su- 
pernatural Endowments poured out upon 
them; or ſuppoſing that Only Some Believers 
had miraculous Gifts beſtowed upon them, it 
cannot be inferr'd from the Words of our 
Lord, How long thoſe Signs were to conti- 
nue, or When they were to ceaſe, any more 
than you can infer that the Apoſtles were to 
live for ever, becauſe a Promiſe was made in 
general Wards, which may ignify to be with 
them always, even unto the End of the World. 
It neither follows that any now ly” ſhall be 
impowered to work Miracles; nor that any 
in the Ages following the Apoſtolic Age could 
expect ſuch a Privilege; but the Fadi is to be 
examined into, and a diligent Enquiry is to 
be made, How long the miraculous Powers 


did ſubſiſt and whether They do ſub/i/t to 
this Day, or not. 


7. It may be worth while to enquire, whe- 
ther Al Chriſtians at firſt had, or had not, 
tome Extraordinary Powers conveyed to them 
at their Baptiſm into Chriſtianity. If it be 
admitted, That All Chriſtians had not All 
Gifts, as ſeems very clear from many Paſſages 
in the New Teſtament, yet had not Al Chriſ- 


tians ſome Gift or other given them to profit 
withal 2 


That All Chriſtians had /þ:r:tual Gifts i im- 
Lats to them, (taking the Word Gzf7, as 
above 
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above explained) muſt certainly be admitted. 
But that All had miraculous Powers, is no 
where, I think, aſſerted in the New Teſta- 
ment. Under this Term, miraculous Powers, 
I comprehend all thoſe Supernatural Endow- 
ments, which our Lord intended by the 
Term Signs: Such as caſting out Devils, 
ſpeaking with Tongues, healing the Sick, Pro- 
phecy, diſcerning of Spirits, and ſuch like. 
But as to inward. Graces, extraordinary. bear. 
ing up againſt Evils, great Virtues, great 
_ Honeſty, Sobriety, Steadineſs, Courage, &c. 
— Theſe are not the Subjects of the preſent 
Enquiry. Ms AE E990; 101 
- When the Firſt Diſciples were made to the 
Number of Three Thouſand, and were bap- 
tied, it is not ſaid that any of them did any 
Miracles, but only that S:gns and Wonders 
were done by the Apoſtles, Acts ii. 43. This 
Converſion being made at the Time when the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended, and manifeſted him- 
{elf by the Apoſtles ſpeaking with Tongues— 
Had the Three Thouſand been all endowed 
with a Power of working Miracles, it could 
not but have been taken notice of. And fo 
again, when the Diſciples were encreaſed to 
about Five Thouſand, and Peter and Foln 
were commanded by the High Prieft and O- 
thers not to preach any more in the Name of 
Jeſus, The Apoſtles went to their own Com- 
_ pany, and made a Report of all that the chief 
Prieſts and Elders had faid unto them. 1 
2 | US 


nt 


this they magnify God, and pray, that Signs 
and Wonders may be done by the Name of thy 
holy Child Jeſus, and that ww:th all boldneſs 
1 may ſpeak thy word, Acts iv. 29, 30. 
What was the Reſult of this? It is add- 
ed immediately- ben they had pray- 
ed, the piace was ſhaken where they were 
| aſſembled together, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Here were Two 
Things prayed for; the One was, that they 
might ww1th all boldneſs ſpeak the word ; the 
Other was, that Signs and Wonders might be 
done by the name of Jeſus, When the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on them, it is obſerved, They 
ALL ſpake the Word of God with Boldneſe- 
But as to the Apoſtles, it is remarked of Them, 

that wth great Power gave the Apoſtles wit- 
meſs of the Reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus. 
Would this Difference have been obſerved, if 
All there preſent had been endowed with Su- 
pernatural Powers to work Miracles? Would 
che great Power of the Apoſtles have been ſo 
particularly mentioned, if all others had had 
the like Power? Or would it not more na- 
turally have been ſaid, that S/ gu and Won- 
ders were done by ALL, had this been the 
caſe, than that ALL ſpake the Word of God 

with boldneſs? So again, it is faid, AF v. 
12. 16. By the hands of the Apoſtles were 
many Signs and Wonders wrought among the 
people : pu the multitude out of the cities 
rg! on about Jeruſalem brought Sick Folks, and 
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them which were vexed with unclean Spirits; 
and they were healed every one. Theſe extra- 

ordinary Cures were not performed by the 
common Chriſtians, which were now grown 


numerous enough; but by Peter and the O- 
ther Apoſtles: And when any other particu- 
lar Perſon was bleſſed with ſuch extraordinary 
Privilege, he is named as exerting ſuch power, 
and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the Diſci- 
ples. Thus we find St. Stephen mentioned 


as a Man full of Faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


who did great Wonders and Miracles among 
the people. Acts vi. 5, 8. And Philip did Mi- 


racles in Samaria, and baptized both men and 


 wwomen, But tho' he baptized the Converts in 
Samaria, and by that initiated them into 
Chriſtianity, (which was a plain Declaration 
that they were Believers) yet no Signs were 


done by theſe Chriſtians; for they did not re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt till ſome time after this, 
when Peter and fohn came thither, and pray- 
ed that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; for 
as yet he was fallen upon none of them, only 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Chap. viii. 14--17. It is evident from hence, 
that /ome Chriſtians profeſſed openly enough a 
Faith in Chriſt, and were baptized in his 
Name, and yet did not receive the Holy Gboſt, 
{o as to work Miracles, till God, according 
to his good Pleaſure, and as he ſaw fit, was 
pleaſed to grant this Privilege: and in conſe- 
quence a/! Chriſtians did not receive the - 
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raculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, but. ſuch 
only as were deemed worthy of ſuch extraor- 
dinary Communication. 
Whilſt Jam ſpeaking concerning this ex- 
traordinary Endowment which many of the 
Firſt Chriſtians had, one cannot omit to take 
notice of Two Inſtances that have ſomething 
very peculiar in them. 
The F?r/t is, That of One, who was not 
an Apoſtle, who yet zmparted the H oly Ghoſt 
to another. It ſeems to have been a peculiar 
Privilege of the Apoſtles by Impoſition of 
Hands to impart the Holy Ghoſt: When 
therefore Ananias imparted the Holy Ghoſt 
to St. Paul, it muſt be obſerved, that He had 
a particular Direction for that purpoſe. For 
tho” he, and probably many others, had them- 
ſelves, or were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
yet it does not appear that they ever did, or 
could, communicate it to Others, excepting 
this one Cate, However, St. Paul having 
now received it, as he did his Eye-ſight, im- 
mediately began to execute the Office to 
which he was called. Acts ix. 17, &c. 

The other Caſe is, That of the Deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon Cornelius and his Fami- 
ly, who ſeem to have been, or more proper- 
ly, were, the F:r/} fruits of the Gentiles, 
What was peculiar here was, that the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on them before they were baptized, 
For whillt St. Peter was preaching to them 
our Saviour, that He was Lord of all, that 
KT He 
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He was riſen from the Dead, and was appoint- 
ed Fudge of quick and dead; that all the Pro- 
phets gave witneſs to him, that thro his name 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhall recetve remiſſi- 
on of fins — while Peter yet ſpake theſe words, 
| the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the 
word, The Effet of this Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon them was, that Peter, and 
thoſe with him, heard them ſpeak with 
Tongues, and magnify God. When this Fact 
was ſo notorious, St. Peter aſked, Can any 
man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be bap- 
tized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as 
well as wee Acts x. 36--48. 

In this Inſtance miraculous Powers or Signs 
followed them that believed, before they were 
baptized. But in what manner ſoever the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended, the Churches walked 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and were multiplied. Acts ix. 
31. Or as it is Acts xiv. 52. The diſciples 
were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghoſt. 
They all had inward Comfort and Satisfacti- 
on, and they went on increaſing and multi- 
plying, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition they 
met with, either from Perſecution by the 
Jews, or from the Diſtreſſes which Paul and 
Barnabas had fallen into; and they believed, 
and ſpoke very freely, the Truths of the Go- 
ſpel, openly alledging that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt, But that every particular Diſciple 
was enabled to work Signs and Wonders. of 

any 
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any fort, ſeems to have been a Fact unknown 
to St. Luke, ſince he mentiohs ſo frequent] 
the Signs and Wonders done by the Apoſtles, 
and names ſome particular Perſons, who 
made Converts by fuch extraordinary Acts, 
vid. cap. xiv. 3. but never obſerves, that all 
Chriſtians had it in their Powers to exert fo 
remarkable an Endowment, tho' all received 
ſhiritual Gifts. 5 e 

But tho particular Inſtances are not produ- 
cible, are there not ſome Texts which imply, 
that all that were baptized received the Holy 
Ghoſt? And if all were filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, had not all ſupernatural Gifts? The 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſays, It 
75 7mpoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightned, 
and have taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt—?f they fhall fall 
away, ta renew them again to repentance. 
Chap. vi. 4—6. It is plain from theſe 
Words, that Thoſe who were vnce enlightned, 
and thoſe who were partakers of the Holy 
(/5/Z, are the fame: Now as all Chriſtians 
are enligbtned with the Knowledge of the 

 Podrines of Chriſt, and in conſequence were 
al! Baptized, (for the Doctrine of Bapri/ms 
was juſt before mentioned as a Principle or 
Foundation) hence all Chriſtians muſt have 
been Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. The fame 
may ſeem to be inferr'd from the Paſſage of 
St. Mark, under our preſent Conſideration ; 
i: which ſuch as believe, is of the ſame Ex- 

tent 
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tent with ſuch as are baptized in the preced.. 
ing Verſe. He that Believeth and 7s Bapti- 
zed, ſhall be ſaved — And theſe figns ſhall fol. 
| bow them that believe. Now as all Chriſtians 
were baptized, muſt not the Promiſe of the 
Signs here made, extend to a//? And when 
St. Paul ſays —The manifeſtation of the Spirit 
7s given to every Man 0 profit withal—1 Cor. 
xii, 7. the Concluſion muſt be, that every 
particular Perſon did partake of the Holy 
Ghoſt. OR Og 
All this Difficulty vaniſhes, if the Writers 
of the New Teſtament did not mean by being 
Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, a being veſted 
with a Power of exerting miraculous As, If 
they ſometimes meant no more by partaking 
of the Holy Ghoſt, than a Boldneſs in ſpeaking 
the Truths of the Goſpel ; ſometimes a Con- 
viction, or a full Perſuaſion of Mind, that ſe- 
ſus was the Chriſt; ſometimes a Zeal in ſtri- 
ving to excel to the edifying of the Church ; 
ſometimes an Increaſe in ſpiritual Knowledge, 
or underſtanding the Scriptures; ſometimes 
good Diſpoſitions ariſing from a Belief of God 
thro' Chriſt All Chriſtians might have ſome 
or other of Theſe Gifts, and thus be Parta- 
kers of the Holy Ghoſt, and yet not be cna- 
abled to work any Miracle. Every Man was 
to profit Himſelf and Others by the Gift he 


had, be it what it would: If he wnder/tood = 


the Scriptures ; if he believed in God the Fa- 
ther; if he believed in Chriſt; if he oY 
| Ine 


Try 

the Word with Boldneſs ; if he endured in 

Times of Trial with Courage and Reſolution ; 
if he reſiſted unto Death, unmoveable, 
Theſe and ſuch like Endowments were the 
Gifts by which a Manifeſtation of the Spirit 
was made, as well as the miraculous Gifts, 
which were diſpenſed according to the good 
Will and Pleaſure of God. 
It is faid indeed by St. Peter, Acts li. 38. 


Fepent, and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


for the remiſſion 


of ins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the 


Holy Ghoſt. But it is plain, that he does 


not mean that every one that was baptized 


ſhould receive the Gif? of the Holy Ghoſt ; but 
his Exhortation is, that every one ſhould be 


baptized : and then a Declaration 1s made, 
that they ſhould receive the Gift of the Holy : 
Cet. Not that every one was to have a 
Power of working Miracles; but that ever 

one that believed, and was baptized, ſhould 
be enabled to act as a true Chriſtian. Some 
ſhould ſpeak boldly for the Truth : Some 
ſhould bear Evils for it with Patience, 
with Courage, with Reſolution : All would 


be mightily confirmed by what they ſaw done 
by Men of all Conditions, who had miracu- 


loas Endowments, and extraordinary uali- 
fcations committed to them. 


Nor can more be intended by theſe Words, 
ſince we find the Brethren commanded to 


Look OUT for men full of the Holy Ghoſt and 
_ ifdom, 
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Wiſdom, whom the Twelve were to appoint 
to the Office of Deacons. Aﬀs vi. 3. If all 
had theſe Qualifications, or ſupernatural En- 
dowments, and could do, as Stephen did, 
great Wonders and Miracles among the people, 
ver. 8, there ſeems to have been no Occaſion 
to look out for Men of the Abilities here re- 
quired, ſince every Man was in Poſſeſſion of 
them. If every Man has the Power of thin}. 
ing and moving, would any one require ano- 
ther to /ook out for a Perſon who has theſe 
Powers; or might not the Firſt Man that was 
met with anſwer theſe Characters? 
And fo again, when our Saviour ſaid — He 
that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath 
ſaid, Out of bis belly ſhall fou Rivers of Li- 
ving Water. This ſpabe he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him ſhould receive, Jobn 
vii. 38. General as theſe Words are, they 
do not imply that every Believer in Chriſt 
ſhould receive miraculous Powers ; but that 
| ſuch as believed in him ſhould be fully en- 
abled to Zeach and practiſe the Doctrine of | 
Life, being confirmed in the Faith by the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 


But it is needleſs to examine more Paſtages 

bol Scripture relating to this Subject. Enough 
is ſaid, to ſhew that the Meaning of our Sa- 
viour in the Paſſage of St. Mark under Con- 
ſideration is no more than this; — © Go and 
teach all Nations, Gentiles as well as Jews, 
sand preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 0 
„ Diſtin- 
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8 Diſtinction is, or will be, made betwirt 
« them; but whoſoever bel: oveth and 1s bap- 
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« tiged ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall partake of 
the Holy Ghoſt. And zheſe Signs ſhall fol- 
low them that believe, be they Jews or Gen- 
files: In my Name ſhall Devils be caſt 
«© out, and Miracles of all ſorts ſhall be per- 
ay formed, by both Jews and Gentiles” — 

in Atteſtation of that Great Truth, that Jeſus 
ts the Chriſt the Son of God, in ſuch manner as 
ſhall ſeem moſt proper, and according to the 
Good-will of God. 
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"P. 38% 1 16. for it be, r. it to be, And p. 
54. 1. 4. for We believe, r. we to believe. 
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